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EDITOR's PREFACE. 


"HOUGH the ſecrets of trade ought not to be Gvülged. the 
EviTox thinks it neceffary, for his own juſtification, to give 
the Publick a circumſtantial account of the manner in which he be- 


came poſſeſſed of this laſt and moſt invaluable UTIL: of the ce- 


lebrated Dr. Johxsox. 


| Know, then, gentle Reader, tht his orlticipat Publiſher, had no 
ſooner obtained copies of the reſpective works of Mr. STR AAN, 
Mr. BoswELL, Mrs. P10zz1, and Mr, Cour TENay, than he inſtant- 


1 diſpatched his Printer's Devil to the ELys1an FigeLDs, in 


ſearch of Dr. Jounson's GHOST; and, having been cunning enough 
to accompany his preſent by a long and very curious Epiſtle“, in or- 
der to obtain, if poſſible, an Anſwer of equal length from the Docs 


tor, which might enable him to give a more .compleat Edition of the 


Doctor's Works than any of his Brethren, he had the happineſs to 
receive, not only a moſt grateful Letter, i in return, ſufficiently copious 


to make a moderate pamphlet, with which the Publick may be ſome 
time or other favauredy, but alſo to have his Sproial Meſſenger charg - 


ed with an umſeuled Packet, containing the Original PoETICAL 


Eri of Dr. JonunsoN 's GHosT to his Four FRIENDS,”, | 
The 
* M Bookller, who is in reality a man of conſiderable nn a 
few.tricks F trade, acknowledges himſelf indebted to Mr. BoswRIL for this hint. He had 
remarked, in that Gentleman's Joux Al many Letters which eonſiderably increaſed the 
bulk of the volume; and he plainly perceived they would never haue been there, if Mr. 
Boſwell had not ſent Copies of Dr. Johnſon's Tour, &c. to the reſpective Gentlemen 
whoſe politeneſs furniſhed him with ſuch excellent materials. 
1 The Epiror conſiders himſelf obliged to Mr. Boſwell, and Mrs. Piouai, for this 
happy method of announcing his embrzo.edition of Dr. Johnſon's 4 Letter. Their ſupe« 
rior addreſs, however, on ſuch occaſion, will appear in the following extracts. 
Dr. Johnſon had the ſatisfaction of being told that his name had been gratefully 


celebrated in one of the parochial congregations in the Highlands, as the perſon to whoſe 


* | | influence 


. * * 
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The Book(ſcller no, ſooner laid hands on this choice production 
which the Doctor himſelf has declared, in his Letter to the Publiſher, 
now in the EDIT o'. poſſeſion,. contains the laſt: ſyllable he ever will 
write—than that Gentleman, nof having quite ſo much virtue as Mr. 
Bos wu LL's WIFE, or even as Mr. Bosw ELI. himſelſx, far from be- 
ing contented with merely copying what had been thus confided 70 
his care, actually made free enough to keep the Original Epiſtle; com- 
plimenting thoſe for whom it was intended with a copy apiece only, 
ſoon after the whole of this performance had been prepared for preſs, 
accompanied by much ſuch another view of the Original as an Attor- 
ney's Clerk uſually gives a Defendant or Witneſs on ſerving copies of 


Writs or Subpœnas. 
With 


influence i it was Chiefly owing, that the New. 8 was allowed to be tranſlated | 
into the Erſe language. It ſeems, ſome political members of the Society i in Scotland for 
propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, had oppoſed this pious undertaking, as tending to pre- 
ferve the diſtinction between the Highlanders and Lowlanders. Dr. Johnſon wrote à LON 


LETTER upon the ſubject to a FRIEND, which being ſhewn to them, made them aſhamed; 


and afraid of being publickly-expoſed; ſo they were forced to a compliance. It is Now 
IN MY eee 1% ts, perhaps, one of the BEST PRODUCTIONS of his maſterly pen.” 
BosweLL's Fournal, p. 466. 
« When the firſt paralytic ſtroke took his ſpeech from him, he inſtantly ſet about 
compoſing a Prayer in LATIN, at once to deprecate Gop's mercy, to ſatisfy himſelf that 
his mental powers remained unimpgired, and to keep-them in exerciſe, that they might 
not periſh. by permitted ſtagnation. "This was after we parted; but he wrote ME an 
account of it; and I intend to publiſh THAT LETTER, with many more.” | 
Mrs. Piozzl's Anecdotes, p. 277. 
* « From an erroneous apprehenſion of violence, [There being no THIEVES in Scot- 
land /] Dr. Johnſon had provided a pair of piſtols, ſome gunpowder, and a quantity of 
bullets : but upon being aſſured we ſhould run no riſk of meeting any robbers, he left 
his arms and ammunition in an open drawer, of which he gave my wife the charge. He 


alſo left in that drawer one volume of a pretty full and curious Drax v of his Lies, of 


which I have [God knows how I] & few fragments; but the book has been deſtroyed, I 
wiſh FEMALE CURIOSITY had been ſtrong enough to have had it all TRANSCRIBED, which 
might eaſily have been done; and I ſhould think the THEFT, being pro bono publico, might 
have been forgiven, Bur I MAY BE RAE? My wir told me ſhe never once looked 


"MOR; | | ' , BoswELlL's Fournal, . 48. 


L 

With reſpect to the Epi rok's ſhare. in the buſineſs, he honeſtly 
confeſſes, that he expects very little praiſe; and will think himſelf well 
enough off, if he eſcapes the cenſure of thoſe learned CR LTICKS,, who 
write, /ike himſelf, more for pudding than for fame. Indeed, as moſt 'of 
theſe Gentlemen have no apprehenſions of rivalry, from his ſuperior 
talents, he willingly does them the juſtice to own, that they have often 
highly praiſed his Ad oN YMous wokks, when he has himſelf been 


heartily aſhamed of them : for the appetites of men will ſometimes 
make the beſt 4 what they would otherwiſe bluſh to think on. 


In the preſent. caſe, e he expects the uſual advantaget of 
ſucceſsful Commentators. and Illuſtrators of celebrated Authors, He 
has taken a great deal of pains to make the meaning of his Author: 
univerſally known, and has /aboured to impreſs the Reader with an 
idea that he is not defective in any branch of human learning : and 
he hopes none will have the hardineſs to diſpute the ſuperior ſaga- 
city of their Commentator, by: oppoſing any of his well-founded con- 
jectures, much leſs his poſitive affertions ; for is it not generally allow- 
ed, that no one but a regular Commentator thoroughly comprehend 
the works of a great Author after his deceaſe, though in his life-time 
they are ſufficiently underſtood? This is a myſtery, in e 
which it 18 not the Editor 8 bufgefte to develope. 


— nk now, havin taken avon) care to prepare hw way. for a favour- 
able reception of hit own part of this tranſcendent work, the EDI roR 
begs leave, in conformity with the eſtabliſhed uſage, to ſay a very few 

words for his Dn | 


This Poem, then, hs critical world are deſired every 5 to re- 
port, is the moſt perfect production of Dr. Johnſon's pen. It has all his 
COLLOQUIAL BEAUTIES, and is entirely free from that characteriſtical 

Seſquipedalaiſm which. ſo potently affects the nerves of all Readers of 


# 


tain his De: obliging and he an innumerable Readers. 


Fey 


1 * 


taſte and Bey, direvietwus his other PRINTED: nde 1 sed, 


there appears, at the t reading, and without regarding the NoTzs, 
ſo much difference between the dition of this piece, and all the Doc 


tor had written while his great mind was coOped up in it's . walls of 
ab,“ capacious as they are known to have been, that reaſonable doubre 


mig ht fill be entertained of it's authenticity, were it not quite certain, 


that no per/on living can write nearly ſo well as he could even in bis mar- 


tal flate—that this is unqueſtionably apa Re] dos. as ae 
Author has himſelf deſcribed it, | | 
% an immortal lay! — 


and that, therefore, according to the exclamation of a prodigious 
great Critick, on peruſing the Manuſcript, * If it is not the deceaſed 


© Poor's 6, by Fa Stan it muſt have been written by the 1 Devil 


| 1 himſelf! 


On his. 1 variety of alt 3 3 N wy wi 
ing out of the ſubject, the EviTox chuſes to re/erve his remarks for | 
the Work iuſclf, from the delecability of which he will no longer de- 


A POET I: 


Near the end of his « 3 Dr. Johnſon has given Uberal praiſe to Me, 
Braidwood's academy for the deaf and dumb. When he viſited it, a circumftance oc- 


curred which was truly charaQteriſtical of our great Lexicographer. Pray, (faid he) 
enn they pronounce any long words?” Mr. Braidwood informed him they could. Upon 


which Dr. Johnſon wrote one of his ſeiuipedalia uerba, which was pronounced by the 


{cholars, and he was. ſatisfied. My readers may perhaps wiſh to know what the word 
was; but I cannot gratify their curioſity, Mr. Dees told me it remained long in 
his ſchool, but had been loſt before I made my inquiry.” BoswzTIis Journal, p. 903. 

Mr. Boſwell obſerves, in a Note which follows the above extrat—® that one of the 
beſt Oriticks of our age © does not wiſh to prevent the admirers of the ineorrect and 
nerveleſs ſtyle, which generally prevailed for a century before Dr. Johnſon's energetick 
writings were known, from enjoying the laugh that THIs 8TORY-may produce, in which 
he is very ready to join them.“ It would have been kind in Mr. Boſwell to have 
mentioned who this great Critick i is, and to have informed his readers, at- the ſame time, 
in\what part of the above very witty sTORY, as Mr. Boſwell chuſes to call it, they might 
begin to enjoy the laugh wat two ſuch celebrated and coat gentlemen. 


'PO ETI CA L "BP 5 „ 


. D 9 happy bowers of Amaranthine bloom, 
. Where playful Zephyrs, loaded with perfume, 5 
Their tiny pinions as they flutt ring ſpread, 


Scatter the grateful odours round my - 1 
Incenſe ſtill Frecter to th uncumber d mind 4 's . 
f Wafts 3 in the breath of gen 'rous Friends behind! 

Cover” var, Prozz1, BosWELL, and Young SraaX' N, 


Had la Place, a Lover, Coif, and Laws 5 


Lines x to 6.] The extreme 1 of its apoſtrophe, with ahi the 
ſublime bard opens his divine poem, muſt not eſcape my reader: it is, indeed, 
highly poetical, and moſt happily introduces his ſujet, where the plain or 
familiar ſtile is properly adopted. , - 

Lines J, 8.]: There are, perhaps, few: ak it will be neceſſary to 
inform, chat Mr. Couxrzwax is a patriot, and of courſe out of power; Mr. 
BoswxlL, a candidate for judicial authority; Mrs. Prozzi, a—WOIMAn 3 ; and 
Mr. STRAHAN, who has ou dot a third e _ too good a a to 
| n lawn-ſleeves. ? 3 . 


Things which no merit Pe can | acquire, 


Gladly I'd give what ye fo much defire 
But tho', in' theſe calm regions of the bleſß d, „ 
1 feel my ſpirit by your praiſe oppreſs' d, e 
No means have 1 the kindneſs to repay, 

Save kindred praiſe, in an immortal lay! 5 8 f | | 7 Fl 


415% 2994" 3408 7 tit 


Who firſt ſhall figure i in this attick ſeaſt; ung B | 


The wit, the fair, the lawyer, or the prick? 
How hard the taſk, where all have equal claim, 


| To make a choice which three fuch friends _— ame 1 ; | 


My fame, 1 own, owes juſt alike to each! JT, 


If Wa contents not—you _ kiſs wy a1 1 ik EN 


4 1 1 regret TON EM that 1 cannot expuage part BW hs e 
which muſt of neceſſity ſhock every refined reader: but as I ſhould, unitke 
moſt other Editors, be liable to have any interpolation detected, when the ori- 
ginal M S. comes to be depoſited in ſome Muſeum not likely to be fold Ppiece- 
meal for the benefit of creditors, I am conſtrained to preſerve this unfortunarg 
blemiſh in a work otherwiſe perfect. Indeed, I am the mere Editor of an ori- 
inal poem; and cannot avail myſelf—as is thought to have been ſometimes - 
done by thoſe learned Criticks who have written Commentaries on ancient 
aut bors—of different readiugs from collated editions in the private” libraries of 
noble friends, or my own Black leiter Collection: nor is it my province to deliver 
che ſentiments of another, as Hamlet ſ ays, © after what flouriſh my nature would;” 
in which caſe I might ſucceſsfully have adopted the refined phraſeology th 
Mrs. Piozzi, in ſimilar caſes—by obſerving, that it is © what [will not repeat! 
That lady, indeed, whoſe DELICcacy I cannot Sufficient admire, has. got ea 
a ſtill coar/er expreſſion, of preciſely the ou Os in a manner Which I ſhall. 


for her veneer tranſcribe, « «Wh e ö 
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N 5 
Indy had torned his backs on Lord Blingbroke/i in- hs 
elmſtone; he made this excuſe: © I am not obliged, Sir, (ſaid 


| f . | ha te Mr. Thi Js,” godlifretting), to find reaſons for reſpecting the rank: 
© of him who wilt in qr to declare it by his'dreſs, or ſbmeg other viſi- 


end other ſigns of ſuperiority made for? The next | 
e us comical amends, by ſitting by the ſame noble-. 
man; and having” very loudly about the nature and uſe and abuſe of di- 


ble mark: What are ſta 


| VJorces. Many people gathered round them to hear what was ſaid, and when my 


and called him away, and told him to t0hom he had been talking, received 
SWER—which Iwill not write down.”” Mrs. Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 1 10. 
af 22.]. This line gives us the! image of a mere earthly bard, juſt mounted 


5 2 1 15 Fe, and ſetting out on what is called a rattling gallop : from which it 


ould ſeen, that poets inthe Elyſian Fields retain all their original enthuſiaſm. 


-© 9 TT Line 2 3 The reader fut by no means imagine that che epithets yourbfidl 


And young, which precede Mr. Strahan's name, mean to repreſent him as green 
in yeurs; that learned gentleman is, I am informed, near forty, though the four- 

reen pages of Preface to what are called * Dr. Johnſon's Prayers and Medi- 
tations,” are ſupp ſed to comprehend the whole of his literature. But the facł 
appears to be, that Dr. Johnſon (whoſe valuable friendſhip for Mr. Strahan's 
ſucceſsful father, late Printer to his Majeſty and commonly ſole Printer of. the 
Doctor's works, probably paved the way to preferment for the whole family): 
had accuſtomed himſelf to diſtinguiſh: the ſons of his old friend from himſelf, 


as is very commonly done, till he loſt the idea of it's impropriety when applied- 
to what may be called middle aged men. This is thought neceſſary to be ex- 
plained, that thoſe who are given to joking, particularly at the expence of the 6; 


clergy, may not exerciſe their wit, by remarking that Mr. Strahan is more of 
the e or green-gooſe, than Doe Je ohnſon's other Friends. e 
| With 


Es] ; 
With zeal: ſo ardent and with ſkill ſo great! ih 


That i in eight months the holy work's es, 
Where, heal'd from guilt by thy abſolving hands 


| The weak, miſtaken, aged ſinner, ſtands l 
In thee, ſo wiſe! ſo good | fo ſoon mature! 
Twas kind, thy father's friend, and thine, to 1 30 


5 Lines 2 5. 26 5 Dr. Johnſon died on the 13th of Deen a and: Mr. p 
Strahan compleated his celebrated Preface, which the Doctor himſelf ſo highly 
extols, the 6th of Auguſt 1785. The Doctor's partiality for the Strahan 
family, makes him conſider this as very extraordinary diſpatch in the young 
man; forgetting what he had told Mr. Boſwell long before, © that he had him- 
ſelf written forty-eight of the ere ne Pages of his famous Life of 
Savage at a ſitting. “ BoswzLL's Journal, p. 65. 

Lines 27 te 30.] What a ſe lefſon of arniliey does the Doctor here in- 
I to his generous apologiſt! How candidly and pathetically does he ac- 
knowledge his errors! and how nobly does he thank he good and ſagacious ſors 
of bis old friend for the conviction which that ou PROSE 8 . rea- 

Joning conveyed to his mind! | 

The excellent /ogick above referred to, is doubtleſs kd] in the follow: 
ing extract. © Our Author [ Dr. Johnſon] informs us, that his Prayers for 
deceaſed friends were offered up, on ſeveral occaſions, as far as might be lawful 
for bim; and once with Preface of Permiſſion : whence it ſhould ſeem that he had 
- Tome doubt concerning the Jawfulneſs of ſuch prayers, though it does not ap- 
pear that he ever diſcontinued the uſe of them. It is alſo obſervable, that in 


his reflections on the death of his Wife, and again of Mr. Thrale, he wiſnes 


that the Almighty not may have, but may have had, mercy on them; evidently 
 Juppoſing their ſentence to have already paſt in the Divine Mind. This ſup- 
poſition, indeed, may ſeem not very con/iftent with his recommending them 
to the Divine Mercy afterwards. It proves, however, that he had no belief in a 
ſtate of PuxoaTory, and conſequently no reaſon for praying for the ** chat 
| could peach the * his profeſſion as a PxorESrfANT '“ 
Mr. es 8 Preface, pi. x. 


+, „ When 


Wo 
. 


7b $1 
When my expiring reaſon bade think take 
My ſacred Spe and keep them for 23 ſake, 


wg s 15 
1 315 ge.! wo Thinks many years « his lie, [ſays Mr. Strahan, | 


ſpeaking of Dr. Johnſon] he ftatedly obſerved certain days with a religious 
ſolemnity; (viz. New Year's Day; March 28, the day on which his wife, 


Mrs. Elizabeth Johnſon, died; Good Friday; Eafter Day; and September the 


18th, his own birth-day) : on which, and other occaſions, it was his cuſtom to 
- compoſe ſuitable Prayers and Meditations; committing them to writing for 
bis own uſe, and, as he aſſured me, without any view to their publication. \But 
being laſt ſummer on a viſit at Oxford, to the Reverend Dr. Adams, (Maſter 
of Pembroke College, at which Dr. Johnſon received part of his education), 
and that Gentleman urging him repeatedly to engage in ſome work of bis 
| kind, [Dr. Adams, who appears to be one of the worldly wiſe, has unpo- 
litely infinuated, in a Letter publiſhed: in the Gentleman's Magazine, that the 
work he wiſhed to ſee from Dr. Johnſon's pen was of @ very different kind] 


he then firſt conceived a deſign to reviſe theſe pious effuſions, and bequeath 8 


them, with enlargements [Is Mr. Strahan ſure the Doctor did not ſay, with re- 
trenchments too ?] to the usx and BENEFIT of OTHERS. [The above queſtion 
becomes the more neceſſary, when jt is conſidered that, to oTners, the Me- 
ditations in general now printed could not poſſibly be made of the ſmalleſt ſer- 
vice by any reviſal whatever. Infirmitics, however, now growing faſt upon 
him, he at length changed this deſign, and determined to give the Manuſferipts, 
without reviſion, in charge to-me, as I had long ſhared his intimacy, and was at 
this time his daily attendant.” Mr. STRAHAN's Preface, p. iii. iv. 
It is curious to obſerve how mildly the Doctor reminds Mr. STzafan 
chat he never intended ſuch looſe memorandums for the preſs. Juſt as one 
good Chriſtian ſays to another, who has © done what be ought not 10 bo ve 
done,” for his own benefit, without appearing to have conſidered in what degree 
it muſt neceſſarily affe# the intereſt of bis friend.. It is done, and cannot now 
be helped; but thou mighteſt as well have let it alone, and RE Sho 
| K own conſcience now telleth thee as much !” 
Mr. Strahan 20iſely printed the whole; and, I dare ſay, both be and his father 
2s heartily wiſhed that the enlargements had been made, as ſome nice readers 
may regret that the retrenchments did not take place, and that the whole _—_ 


eee . 


„ 
I never meant or may I never ſquint— . 1 

The world ſhould ſee the precious ſtore in Piat: 
But thou, good, duteous lad, diſdain' d to rob, 33 | 


Me of my fame—thy father of a job! 

Elſe might'i thou, from the ſecret ſource, have giv 'n 
= Thy flock alone my. private path to heav 'n. | 

4 Might ſt every Sabbath made thy hearers tare, 


ö ad introducing ſome new-modell d Pray 7 1 1 40 


7 3 3. 5 I muſt honeſtly confeſs that 15 was myſelf at a 1oſ Sale to ks 15 
gize for the Doctor's adopting that vile old phraſe, I wiſh I may never 
fauint!” the vulgarity of which cannot but diſguſt every polite reader; and there- 

ore had recourſe, as before, [See the Notes, Line 20. ] to that elegant, accom- 
pliſhed, and chaſte writer, Mrs. Piozzi, for the moſt refined mode of expreſ- 
ſion on the occaſion. Very luckily, I ſoon met with the following appoſite 
anecdote in that Lady's book ; which will abundantly diſplay the niceneſsof 
her taſte'in ſuch caſes, and at the ſame time convince every impartial reader, 
that all Dr, Johnſon's friends, in ſuppreſſing, as they have done; his little defects, 
have juſtly entitlad themſelves to the praiſe beſtowed upon them in this in- 5 
mortal pom. - 
% When Sir Joſhua ads had painted his Dr. Johnſon 1) Portrait | 
looking i into the ſlit of his pen, and holding it almoſt cloſe to his eye, as Was 
his general cuſtom, he felt diſpleaſed, and told me he would not be known 
by poſterity for bis Dzrzcts only, let Sir] oſhua do his worſt. I ſaid in reply, 
that Reynolds had no ſuch difficulties about himſelf, and that he might ob- 
ſerve the picture which hung up in the room where woe were talking, repre- 
ſented Sir Joſhua holding his ear in his hand to catch the ſound. He may 
paint himſelf as deaf if he chuſes (replied Johnſon); but I will not be BLINK= 
1no San!” Mrs. Prozzr' s Anecdotes p. 248. 
Line 40. It is remarkable, that moſt of what are called Dr. Jchnfon » 
prayers, in Mr. Strahan's book, are in reality only light alterations from the 
| titorgy of the church of England, adapted to his own particular ſituation at 
the time of penning them. 1 1 


ö 


0 


And while my ho giv” n ach Sie pow” r, | 
Lengthen' d thy ſermon out to half an hour, 


Retiring Cits had ceas'd for « once to ſnore, rg a 


And ſleepy children wak d to bear thee roar | e 
Thus great had been in Iſlington thy name, „ 


Could'ſt thou have ſtoop'd to filch a bit of fame. 
But thaw! haſt ſuffer d, noble, gen'rous youth; 
And ſaint- like ſuffer d—in the eauſe of dub! 


Take, i in return, a piece of my advice: 


Be, i in thy future conduct, not o'er nice. 50 
| Nor let reſentment i in thy boſom riſe, e a 


At ſneers unhallow d from the worldly wiſe: I 
But at their mirth with equal mirth rejoice ; = 


Whom men deem weak are oft neſt Heay' n's | Clinics,” de 


80 ſhalt thou reach, at laſt, this bleſt d abode— 33 


3 


Sp pite of each rub chat s met with on the road! 


| Line 54), Here, it ſeems moſt probable, the following text is a refered % 
by the pious Doctor. 
«© God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 8 to 8 che wie: and 
| God hath-choſen the weak things. of the world to confound the things which 
are mighty;—and baſe things of the world, and things which are deſpiſed, © 


hath God choſen, yea, and. rags en are not, to bring to nougbt things 
chat are. ys N i CORINTHIANS, i. 275 28. 


JAMES 
Y 


| JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 
O Bozzy | Bozzr | how ſhall I begin 
To ſpeak of thee—whoſe all-approving grin, 0 
As on we journey d thro' thy native iſle, 
oft made me loſe remembrance of the toill _ 10 60 
But foft—thy honeſt pride why ſhould I ack? - 


« All hail, Dalblair | hail, Laird of Auchinleck be. 


Line 57. ] It is curious to trace how ſuddenly the Doctor's ſtile changes from 
gravity to gaiety, when he begins to ſpeak of his old fellow- traveller. We 
Almoſt ſee the Ghoſt chuckling over ideas which ariſe from the remembrance 
of paſt ſport with his friend Bozzy ! for ſo, it ſeems, he commonly called that 
ſtupendous gentleman, the renowned James Boſwell, Eſq, 

« When Dr. Johnſon awaked this morning, he called, Lanky jp has 
ing, I ſuppoſe, been thinking of Langton ; but corrected himſelf inſtantly, 
and cried Be _ . BoswRLL's Journal, p. 384. 

Line 62.] This is quite charadteriſtick, The Doctor was fond of fami- 
liarly ſporting with Parody ; and, I am afraid, in this and ſome other places, 
indulged what the incomparable Frer.pinc calls an internal laugb, at the ex- 
pence of his all-unconſcious Friend Bozzy.. Forming ach like 15 
happened during their tour to the Hebrides. | : 

« We drove over the very heath where Macbeth met the witches, ac- 
cording to tradition.——He Dr. Johnſon] then parodied the Mail of the 
witches to Macbeth, adareſi ing bimſelf to me. I had purchaſed ſome land 
called Dalblair; and, as in Scotland it is cuſtomary to Giſtinguiſn landed 

wen by the name of their efates, I had thus 1 titles, een and 
 Youns Avcumuscx., So my friend, in imitation of 9 5 


3 All hail Macbeth! hail to thee, Thane of Cawdar! 
eondeſcended to amuſe bimſelf with uttering 
| 1 bail Daxzran ! bail 10 thee, Laird or K 5 
|  _  Bo8WBLL's Journal, p. 122, 123. | 


Who : 


tt 7 


Who Sean from princes, even fiat the Flood, 
The mighty honour of deſcending blood N 


Lines 63, 64.] © Nibil eft, nifi hoc ſciat alter Jo ſays Mr. Boſwell; and it | 
is with pleaſure I aſſiſt in promulging the illuſtrious genealogy of a Gentleman 
to whom the world is fo highly indebted for much exquifite entertainment. 


My great grandmother Veronica, Counteſs of Kincardine, [was] a Dutch: 
lady of the noble houſe of Sommel/dyck ! The family had once @ PRINCELY 


RIGHT in Surinam! The governour of that iſland was appointed by the States 


General, the town of Amſterdam, and Sommel/dyck. The States General 
have acquired Sommelſ{dyck's right; but the family has ſtill great dignity and 
opulence, and by intermarriages is connected with many other noble families 
When I was at the Hague, I was received with all the afe#ion of kindred?! 
The preſent Sommelſdyck has an important charge in the Republick, and is 
as worthy a man as lives! He has honoured me with his corre/pondence for 
theſe twenty years! My great grandfather, the huſhand of Counteſs Veronica,. 
was Alexander, Earl of Kincardine, that eminent RoyatisT, whoſe character 
is given by Burnet! From him the blood of BRUCE flows in Mx veins Ill Of 
ſuch anceſtry who would not be proud? And, as Nibil eft, nifi hoc ſciat alter, is 
peculiarly true of genealogy, who would not be glad to /eize a fair opportunity 
obo let it be Rnown?” | BoswELL's Journal, p. 26. 
What a fine proof does this furniſh of Mr. Boſwell's great DESCENT, as. well 
as of his extreme diffidence and modeſty! His boalt of blood, he ſays, is highly: 
commendable; and the Doctor pronounces it boneft—in which ſenſe of that. 
word the reader muſt decide. Here, then, Mr. Boſwell is exhibited, As; 
nobly born, diſident, modeſt, and honeſt; reader, I will give thee a proof of 
his candour, when judging of another, who felt preciſely the ſame ruling: 
paſſion. But he was an illiterate blackhead, and had never written Boobs! 

„ We ſurveyed the remains of antiquity, at this place [Icolmkill] ac- 
.companied by an :/literate fellow, as CiceRoNe—who called himſelf a deſcen-. 
dant of a couſin of SainT CoLUMBA, the founder of the religious. eftabliſh-- 
ment here! BoswELL's Lene 2. 4198 

Bah; . an IMPUDENT pod! 

Lines 63 70 86.] The whole of this curious e e we are Gan _ 

| ee ſeems little leſs than what is vulgarly called 704 thief : Dr. Johnſon 
having made free enough to ſteal Mr. Boſwell's excellent character of IR- 
skLr; the manner of which though not the matter that being doubtleſs as 
| D | . original 


75 


7 


l 
Who, tho' a ſoldier from his own firſt choice, 1; + 65 

Urg'd by the muſick of a father's voice, | | 
The road of honour dutcouſly declin'd, 


And humbly ſtoop'd, with him, to retail wind— 


Who had in many foreign countries been, 


And many things a many times had ſeen ; 5 © al” 


But, unlike miſers hoarding up their pelf, 


: He made the weakeſt cunning as himſelf, 
| While they perus'd th' originals he wrote, 


And large quotations he knew how to qucte— | = 
| „ Whoſe 


original as It iS curious —Mr. Boſwell has evidently made free enough to tranſplant 
into his true work from Sir William Thornhill's account of þim/e/f, under the 
name of Burchell, in Dr. Goldſmith's f#itious ſtory of the Vicar of Wakz- 
rp. It muſt be owned, however, in juſtice to Mr. Boſwell, that he has given | 

his own charafter much the highe/ colouring. As for Dr. Johnſon, he has merely 
verſified the ſentiments of his friend Bozzy, preſerving all the ſpirit of the ori- 
ginal; and is, at moſt, only an accomplice after the fa. But let the reader 
have an opportunity of judging for himſelf on this important point. The 
charge is ſerious, and the accuſed party ſhould be allowed to ſ peak for himſelf. 

19255 « JAuxs BoswzLL, Eſq. come into court!“ ! 
Mr. Boſwell ſpeaks —— | 

e have given a ſketch of Dr. Johnſon; my readers may with to know 
a little of his fellow traveller: [MyszLy!] Think, then, [O think!] of 
a gentleman of ancient blood, the pride of which was His predominant paſſion ! 
He was then in us thirty-third year, [< So young, and yet ſo witty!” SHAREsP. ] 
and had been about four years happily married! [Happy, happy man!] Hts 
Mclination was to be a /oldier ! [“ He would he a Soldier, would ſweet Femmy-O . 
Bravo I] but urs father, a reſpectable Judge, had preſſed ni [What a pity !] 
into the profeſſion ** the law He had thought more than any body ſuppoſed! 


{Won- 


| i IT E 

Whoſe all- Kaff d bosch Mis e e 14 0 2 
7 All my old ſtock of principles poſſeſs 3 | 
But from the duſt and mould divinely tree, ; or 7 771 
Which ſtill clung to them while they ſtood with me — 
Who had of learning a ſufficient „„ 
And ſo much wiſdom, he could gain no more— 80 
Who thought much more, one ſays, and he beft knows, 
Than any one beſides could e er ſuppoſe— 931k ca 
Who yet, midſt fallies of his pregnant bs 1 
Oft popp d out words, but let the ſenſe remain; 
And was, like jockies mounted for the courſe, | 4] Wie 


* ae 


ns to ride, on an unwilling horſe! 


[Wonderful !] and had a pretty cad fack of general learning and knowledge. 
[Charming!] Hx had 2/7 Dr. Johnſon's principles, {What a Rock !] with ſome 
degree of relaxation! [ Better, and better!] Hz had rather too little, than 
too much prudence; [That's a pity!] and, ns imagination being lively, [Who | 
would have thought it?] nz often aid things of which the ect was very diffe- 
rent from the intention. [Strange] H reſembled ſometimes 
| e The 2ſt coop man, with the worſt natured MUSE!” 
0 the wicked Jade! the cruel, ungrateful Jilt!] | | 3 
BoswII's Journal, p. PE 47 
Reader oe art of the Jury; thou haſt no doubt peruſed the novel al- 
luded to; and to thee, and thy fellow. jurors I commit the deciſion of this 
ſolemn fact: only reminding you all, in tenderneſs to the culprit— that the of- 
fence with which he is charged is CAPITAL, though he will not be quite ſhut 
out, by your verdict, from the e of ayalling himſelf of the BznzFIT or 
CLERGY, . 


Oft 


Oft had I prais'd thee, Bozzv, long before, 
But thy deſerts now aſk a little. more: 
Nor ſhall che juſt demand be made in vain; 
Friends ſhould give pleaſure, which withheld were 1 90 
E'en the untutor'd Highlander ſtill kanu, 

What one kind office to another owes; 

And, tho their minds itch not with luſt of praiſe 

When like contagion on their bodies preyss. 
The poor, good ſouls, plagu d by the ſame Giſcal, 95 
Scratch for each other, for their mutual eaſG. 

oO ſhould I, Bozzv, in my Bow- wow way, | e bit 


| Now fay of thee all I ought now to fay; ; 
5 All 


SINK | OG 19 SOLE Vp A SAD ß ̃ of TED ALG-FH: | 

. Lines 91 10 96. ] If the Doctor had never written a ſyllable more than the 
| amile contained in theſe few lines, his fame as a poet muſt have N im- 
. mortal, The compariſon of two Writers, ſcratehing for one another, with 
a couple of Highlanders infected by their national diſeaſe, has a beauty and 
propriety which I have never been able to meet with in Homer or Virgil. This 
poem, therefore, muſt be placed, by all judicious Criticks, at the 45 6 of a | 
new claſs of literature, above even the beſt productions of the Epick or Tra- 
gick -Muſes ; ſo that, as in the well known fable of Aſop, while wo are 
fighting for pre- eminence, a third ſteps in, and wo carries away the prize for 
which they have been fo long cantending. 

Line 97.] This may ſeem an odd phraſe, to perſons unacquainted with 
our. Author's manner, as deſcribed , by his celebrated Friends. EI. them, 
however, it appears to be truly characteriſtick. | | 
Dr. Johnſon's ſayings would not appear ſo extraordinary, were it 


N not ſor his bow-wow way,” BoswErLI's Journal, p. 8. 
He 


— 


„ 1. 1 N 
All I could ſay of thee, bold; ieady bout, & 
Say in thy praiſe, and ſay i it too with truth; ad w_ oo : 

f Thy love of which—let no one dare to mock FELL 7 7 


Is as capacious as my great-coat pocket: - 


« He is a ſcholar andoubtedly Sir [aid Dr. Johnſan to Ged: 8 ook; 
ſpeaking of Jeremiah Markland], but remember that he would run from the 
world, and that it is not the world's buſineſs to run after him. I hate a fellow 
whom pride, or cowardice, or lazineſs drives into a corner, and does nothing 
f when he 1s there but fit and growl; let him come out as I do, and bark: 

Mrs. Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 252. 
The copious * polite Mrs. Piozzi alſo furniſhes, among other appoſite wy 


| . inſtances, the following. | 
Mr. Johnſon did not like any one ak ſaid they were. happy, 0 ot whe ſaid 3 


any one elſe was ſo. It is all cant (be would cry), the dog knows he is 

miſerable all the time.” _ Mrs. Prozz1's Anecdotes, p. 284. 
Lines 102, 103.] The Door: in this place ſeems to have ©../natch'd a 
grace beyond the reach art] led away, poſſibly, by extreme zeal for the eſta- 


bliſhment of his friend Bozzy's character for veracity. Perhaps the firſt ſen- _ 


tence of Mr. Boſwell's Book, on this very e es is one of the moſs elegant and 
leaſt obſcure periods ever penned, by any re/pefable Author, ancient or mo- 
dern. How different is the ſtile of Mr. Boſwell's former Dedication DEN wt 
moſt of which Dr. Johnſon 1 is ſuppoſed to have ſpoiled 

e In every narrative, whether hiſtorical or biographical, AUTHENTICITY is 
of the utmoſt conſequence. Of this I have ever been ſo firmly perſuaded, that I 
" inſcribed a former. work to that perſon who was the beſt judge of it's truth.” 

- _ BosweLL's Journal, Dedication, p. v. 

""Pinkling Mr. Boſwell had thus greatly at heart the deſire of being remark- 
able for his attachment to trutb, the Doctor thought he could not poſſibly give 
a larger idea of his Friend's veracity, than by ſtating i it to be equal in-magni- 

' tude to his own great-coat pocket ; the fize of which is particularly mentioned, 
very fortunately, in our Journaliſt's moſt exact and authentick account of the 
Doctor's travelling dreſs. | 
He wore a full ſuit of plain brown Ke id twiſted [OE buttons of the 

ſame colour, a large buſhy greyiſh wig, a plain ſhirt, black worſted ſtockings, 
and ſilver. buckles. Upon this tour, when journeying, he wore boots, and 2. 
very wide brown cloth great coat, with pockeTs which might have almoſt Bell 
the Two voLUMEs of his FOLIO DICTIONARY.” BoswWELL's Journal, p. 10. 
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The glorious theme e 985 FER a Es gp 1 


Big: as thy promis d labours wo to come! F 
The | 


1 ot; 104. «i It is inet this; a 5 85 of theſe prom ied 6 may 
be collected from the following paſſages in Mr. Boſwell's Journal, where more 
| proofs of that gentleman's great modeſty will occur: particularly, in his conde- 

 feending to keep company with ſuch an #fgnificent charaer as Mr. Hows, 
the once - bought famous Hiſtorian; and in the polite compariſon which he has 
introduced between himſelf and Dr. Ap AM SMITH. 
I always lived on goed terms with Mr. Hume, though T woo frankly | 
told him, I was not clear that it was right in Mx to keep company with HfM. 
But (ſaid I) how much better are you than your books !” [It is ſuppoſed that 
| this obſervation might be extended even to Mr. Boſwell himſelf.] He was 
cheerful, obliging, and inſtructive; he was charitable to the poor; and many 
an agreeable hour have I paſſed with him. I have preſerved ſome entertain- 
fag and interefling memoirs of him, PARTICULARLY WHEN: HE KNEW HIMSELF 
TO BE DYING, Which I may ſome time or other communicate d the world. I mall 
not, however, Extol him fo very highly as Dr. Adam Smith does, who ſays, 
" Upon the whole, I have always conſidered him {ſpeaking of Mr. Hume] 
both in his life-time, and ſince his dearh, as approaching as nearly to the idea 
of a perſectly wiſe and virtuous man as perhaps the nature of human frailty 
win permit.“ When I read this ſentence, delivered by my old Profeſſor of 
Moral Philoſophy, I could not help exclaiming with the Halniſ, be 1 ah 7 
| bones now more eaters eee than my W | 
won | BosweLr” $ Journal, . 2, 22, 23. 


hoped, i, that len We tive mean, by the hint he has 
reſpecting Mr. Hume, to fulfil nd of the ToHlowing Prophecy, deli red. 
long ago by one who is no Conjuror. | 
Some enthuſiaſtick and abfurd 3ipor wil ariſe, with a century; A 
e to gain the reputation of being himſelf a good Chriftian, ſhall deliberately 
* con A LYE and publiſh it to the world—charging HUM, as many. other 
% Philoſophical Writers have been fal/ely charged, with deſerting his publifhed 
principles, on his deatb- bed, where he is now univerſally known to have 
expired in @vowwing them. And, notwithſtanding the growrb ef ſcience, 
© this previous caution, and the notorious Rupidity of the promulger, there will 
8 be many found to beliexe! Evpirok's MS. Prophecies, cap. i. 
| . | ai 


; Who, while weak Authiours, ſtudious 900 ne 


i 
.. 


oy 1 


The pickling taſk'] chereföte ſhall decline; | 52, 55008 


To ſate the publick taſte be. folely the q 255 | : oat. 


Loſe many an hour i in profitleſs refleQion, | * ee 5M 


But it is time to proceed with Mr. Bofwell's provid labours as: an- 


nounced in his famous Journal. | 
“ Dr. Johnſon gave us part of a converſation. held between 4 Gn 


PzrsSONAGE and him, in the library at the Queen's Palace. I have been at great. 


pain to get that converſation as perfettly! preſerved as poſſible. Ir may perbaps 


Mark how well Mr. Boſwell gratifies it.] 


« [Theſe, togetber with the verſes on Toro 6 Second, and Colle Ck; 2 


_ at ſome future time be c1ven to the Publick.” Boswrrr's Journal, p. 1 34: = 
«© Now for the Errrapns?” [This gives a fine: edge v0 Curislity, 1 


43 his Poet Laureat, of which imperfect copies are gone about, will ap. 


| pear—in my L rrE of DR. Jon.“ Boswerr's Journal, p. 438. 


Baxter was the keen antagoniſt of Barnes. His life is in the Biograpbia 


Britannica. My father has written "Any mtes on this book, and Pr. TJounson = 


and I talked of having it REPRINTED.?'  . + BoswELL's Journal, p. 475« 


He [Lord Elibank] publiſhed ſeveral ſmall pieces of diſtinguiſhed 


merit; and has left ſome in manuſcript, in particular an account of the expe- 
dition againſt Carthagena, eee ſerved as an officer in the army. His 
varrises deſerve Go be kale. as 5 

Liauct 106 to 112.] This abundantly. e the accourit Mr. Bofwell 
has given of Dr. Johnſon's opinion voi bpb ſboala be made; though it ſeems 


BoswxLLs Fournal, p. 486. 


rather odd chat he never made them /o himſelf. It certainly is the moſt ee 
" ditious mode; and, as . e Oy it to, _ pune: ne dh en 


ks friend Bozzy! . 1 | n 
love e e (Dr. Johnſon i is e Sb ſpeaking. 30 1 * 


Wanke may comme, in time, to write all aphoriſtically, except in narrative; 


grow weary of preparation, and connection, and Auſtration, and all thoſe arts 


with which a h 500k is made. If a [ſtupid] man is to wait till he weaves = 


anecdotes into a ſyſtem, we may be long in getting them, and get but few, in com- 


pariſon of what we might get.” © BoswzlL's Journal, p. 32. 


Rejoice, my dull bretbren! We authors have the ſan#ion of Dr. Johnſon 
for writing any how; it is recorded 15 the ns Mr. Boſwell, and he has 
r "ſet us the _— 


Before 


10 1 1 


Before they venture to take quill in 1 
Thy beſt ideas always can command; MAG 110 
And, knowing books are made with pen and ink, 
Keep ever writing on, but never think. 
Thus, ere a work's begun by ſome poor brother, 
TD Thy firſt is ſold, and thou haſt made another. 
0 had fly Edmund, that true Fox' s cub, = ug 
Kept thee, my Bozzy, from our pleaſant club; es 
His hand profuſe, which yet no art can bribe, 
8 Had bt loſt a pearl richer than all his tribe!” _ 
Long fince, this truth he freely has confeſs' d, 


15 They in. more mirth n thee than all the reſt: 5 5 jo 


Lines 11 ; 10 120. 1 * As we travelled on, 708 [Dr.Johnſon] to told n me, * « « Sir, | 
you got into our Club [meaning the LITERARY CLUB] by doing what à man 
can do. (I ſuppoſe, ſays Mr. Boſwell, Dr. Johnſon meant, that I a/iduou/ly 
and earneſtly recommended myſelf to ſome of the members, as in a canvaſs. for 
an election into parliament.) © Several of the members [continued Dr. John- 
6: fon] wiſhed 10 keep you out. Bunk told me, he doubted if you wan þ6 for it: 
"=, but, now you are in, none of them are ſorry, Buzxs ſays, that you have fo 
much coop HUMOUR naturally, it is ſcarce a virtue [———BEAUCLERK was very 
earneſt for you.“ em 4% BEAUCLERK has a keenneſs of mind which is 
ery uncommon!” = 4 1 BoswzLI s Journal, p. 76. 
Mr. Beauclerk had orobably- more e than Mr. Boſwell imagined; 
but though he may have been a little * in this n ” n to 


ECTS By perfectly well— | W 
115 wa What one Kind office to another owes,” 5 


Proceed, 


* 1 

Proceed, a Bozz v, 0 go on, 

« And curs'd be he, who firſt cries Hold! have gone!” 
What j Joy have I, that one who knows well: i 77 

How to make books; and how to make them fell, 

Thro' all his labours ſpreads my honour d name, I 25 

And makes me, tho reluctant, ſhare his fame! 15 1 I 

Thus may I, when my too erroneous Tour, 

For want of thee, has liv'd i it 8 lateſt hour, 2 

See without anguiſh n my poor babe Oe 1 

Secure of immortality i in thine. | f : | 130 | 


1 121, 122.] The word: ann Bowen harſh, ſeems to have 
been a favourite of the Doctor s, when living. L“. Somebody talked of happy 
moments for compoſition; and how a man can write at one time, and not at 
another. Nay, (ſaid Dr. Johnſon) a man may write at any time, if he 
will ſet himſelf poco to it.“ This word, [Mr. Boſwell obſerves] is 
commonly: uſed to ſignify /ulenly, gloomily; and in that ſenſe alone it appears 
in Dr. Johnſon's Dictionary. I POR he meant by it, in the above inſtance, 
with an OBSTINATE RESOLUTION ?”? BoswELL's Journal, p. 33, 116. 

Lines 127 to 1 30.] © I regret that 10 or. Johnſon] did not allow me. 
to read over his Book before it was printed, I ſhould have changed very little; 


but 7 ſhould have ſuggeſted an ALTERATION in a FEW PLACES—where be bas 


aid himſelf open 1 be attacked,” _  » BoswELL's Journal, p. 116. 

What a pity it is that Dr. Johnſon did not ſuffer Mr. Boſwell, who ſo o 
toriouſiy poſſeſſes the art of making invulneradle Books, to exerciſe his great 
talents! But on ſome other occaſions, it ſeems, the Doctor Rad the Og 7 
to reject the good offices of his fagacious- fellow- traveller. A 
Jobnſon. © I ſhall do what is fit.“ Bell. ec Ay, Sir, but a1 
deſire is, that you ul let me tell you when it is fit.” Jobnſon. Sir, I ſhalt 
not confult FORE 5: . BoswrL's Journal, 5. 335. 


: : 8 1 So, 


„„ 

So, when the burs, on my "MA ſtockings borne, 
Stuck to the hoſe by them and thiſtles torn, 
While I was wont thy native wilds to tread, 


'In ſearch of a ts wy thy footſteps led; 


Lines 131 to 136.] EP is another ſimile, ſuperior to all the Balles! in at 
the works of all the ancients, and conſequently of all the moderns! The vile 
urs (like Dr. Johnſon) are reluctantly dragged out of ob/curity, into publick 
notice, by the very ſtockings they had torn! What reader can fail to feel the 
charming propriety of this moſt ſublime metaphor, and to make the ex- 
quiſite application! Who ſees not, in the idea which this elevated language 
inſpires, our immortal bard, to borrow a figure from Mr. Boſwell, (p. 51.) 
« talking like a giant among the luxuriant thiſiles and nettles? . An hiſtorical 
fact of aſtoniſbing importance comes out in this paſſage, which we recommend 
to Mr. Boſwell, for the improvement of his third edition: this gentleman 
has deſcribed the Doctor as wearing worſted ſtockings, but has ſtrangely, for 
a gentleman of his minute obſervation and preciſion, neglected to particularize 
whether they were woven or knitted—a queſtion of the firſt concern to the 
woollen manufactures Dr. Johnſon. has, however, pronounced them to 
have been kni/ ockings, from which it may be inferred that his philanthrophy 
made him entertain a partiality for that manufacture which employs moſt 
| hands to produce the /ame-work. Mr, Boſwell may eaſily deſcant on this ſub- 
je, ſo as to add conſiderably to the bulk of his ſtupendous performance; eſ- 
pecially if he could conveniently, during the long vacation, make another 
journey to the Highlands, in order to procure intelligence whether they were 
obſerved to be Scotch hoſe. The inveſtigation of this national concern, for ſo it 
_ Certainly is, as well as many other curious particulars congenial with Mr. 
. Baſwell's pairioti/m and taſte, may perhaps be more effectually promoted by 
applying to ſome old woman, than by troubling any of his learned rxINDS: and, 
ay a Barber is undoubtedly the propereſt perſon to aſk what kind of wig was 
worn by any gentleman on whom his eye ever once glanced, or a Shoeblack 
whether his boots were clean or dirty—Profe efors of all forts inſtantly and moſt 
minutely directing their attention to what has been the ſole purſuit of their 
own lives —he is adviſed to ſeek out, for this purpoſe, ſome Highland goody, 
viſited during * former tour, whoſe occupation it is to knit hoſe, | 


* 


The 


„5 
The wretched tag far more admirers gain xd, £ | 


Than, but for this, they ever had obtain d! 


O neer {ſhall I our curious jaunt forget; ; 


When, hungry, cold, ſleepy, fatigu d, and vet, 
On muſty hay we vainly ſought repoſe, 
Till glutted vermin let our eyelids cloſe! 1 


Lines 177 1b 140.] © It was a very heavy rain, and 1 was wet 10 the Ain. 
Captain M Lean had but a poor temporary houſe, or rather hut; however, it 
was a very good haven. to us. BosWELL's. Journal, p. 352. 
* We had much heſitation, whether to undreſs, or lie down with our 
clothes on. I ſaid at laſt, © II plunge in ! There will be leſs barbour for ver» 
MIN about me when Jam ſtripped! - After we had offered up our private de- 
votions, and had chatted a little from our beds, Dr. Johnſon ſaid, God bleſs 
us both, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake! Good night!“ -I pronounced Amen.” 
He fell aſleep immediately. [As Mr. Boſwell thought, but it appears from 
the Poem that he was miſtaken.]; I was not fo fortunate for a long time. I 
fancied myſelf bit by innumerab/g vermin under the clothes; [O the blood of 
_ Bxvcx!] and that a ſpider was travelling from the wainſcot towards my mouth. 

At laſt I fell into in/enfibility.” | BosWELL's Journal, p. 152, 153. 
We were accommodated this night in a large Barn, the iſland affording 
no lodging that we ſnould have liked 1 well, Some good hay was ſtrewed at 
one end of it, to form a bed for us. Bos wl. s Journal, p. 419. 

« We had each an ELEGANT bed in the ſame room. From his deſcription 
of his chamber, [Dr. Johnſon's in his ridiculous Tour] it has erroneouſly been 
ſuppoſed, that, bis bed being too ſhort for him, his feet, during the night, were 
in the mire; whereas he has only ſaid, that, when he undreſſed, be felt bis fret in 
the mire: that is, the clay -Hoor of the room, on which he ſtood before he went 
into bed, was wet, 1n ep of the windows being broken, which fin the 
rain! BoswzLL's Journal, p. 403- : 


This was indiſputably a very Sr apartment, according to Mr. BoſwelPgiown 
Toole, 7 
th 


| deſcription, for ELEGANT BEDS! But what a Highlanger, or even a 


'[ 0 ) 
How oft we laugh'd, alone and in the crowd, 
At diff rent things, but both with laughter loud; 
„ | How 


thinks elegant, may not be eſteemed exa#ly /o by one who has been accuſtomed to 
enjoy the accommodations of London. Indeed, there is a ſmall variation between 
the accounts of Dr. Johnſon and Mr. Boſwell, in the preceding extract; where 
the hay, which the latter calls good, is by the former deſcribed as mufty. Who, 
then, arewe to believe ? Why, the veracity of both parties being unimpeach- 
able, it has been ſuggeſted, by ſeveral GREAT CRITICKS, that, after all, Dr. John- 
ſon's account was probably right: ſince the ſmell of Mr. Boſwell, long reſident 
in a city where © he odour [ as he calls what I ſhovld think would make my pa- 


per int but to mention] till continues,” might be ſomewhat leſs exquiſite than 


that of his fellow- traveller; who, when aſſailed by ** the evening effluvia of Edin- 
Burgh,“ grumbled in his ear“ Bozzy ! I ſinell you in the dark!” While MANY 
OTHERS, Of equal repute in the learned world, and all perſons of the firft faſhion - 
and conſequence, My particular and very good friends, have taken it for granted 
that Mr, Boſwell might have loſt even the uſual /agacity of his nose, by a very 
common accident; that gentleman being particularly liable to—catch cold. 
Lines 141, 142.] I have often thought, Dr. Johnſon is ſuppoſed to be 
ſpeaking] thar, if I kept a ſeraglio, the ladies ſhould all wear /inen gowns, — 
or cotton I mean ſtuffs made of vegetable ſubſtances. Iwould have no; you 
cannot tell when it is clean: it will be very naſty before it is perceived to be ſo. 
Linen detects it's own dirtine/s.”—To hear [ſays Mr. Boſwell] the grave Dr. 
Samuel Johnſon, © that majeſtick teacher of moral and religious wiſdom,” 
while ſitting ſolemn in an arm-chair in the iſle of Sky, talk, ex cazhedra, of his 
keeping a ſeraglio, and acknowledge that the ſuppoſition had ien been in his 
thoughts, ſtruck me ſo forcibly with ludicrous contraſt, that I could not but 
laugh immoderately ! He was too proud to ſubmit, even for a moment, to 'be 
the object of ridicule, and inſtantly retaliated with ſuch keen ſarcaſtick wit, and 
ſuch a variety of degrading images, of every one of which was the ohjeli, that, 
though I can [from «ſz, no doubt l] bear uch attacks as well as moſt men, I yet 
found myſelf ſo much the /port of all the company, that I would gladly expunge 
from my mind every trace of this ſevere retort.” BoswzLL's Journal, p. 261. 
Mr. Boſwell ſurely poſſeſſes more candour than to keep theſe intereſting par- 
ticulars from the world, merely becauſe they were directed againſt himſelf ; | 
andi it is yet hoped he means to give them in a new edition with additions, or i in 
ſome of his other multifarious undertakings! 


cc He 


01 
How oft 1 urg d thee gravely to recite, be: 
Conſcious thy manner amply would requite; fri fide 


How oft 1 ſaw thee dance with force and Gies c EE. 


Pleas dat e more pleaſing, Rill to. me; "6 


{T0 He (Dr. Johnſon] enki with a uncommon WR and could cantly lewe 
off. 1 have ſeen him do © at a ſmall matter that ſtruck him, and was @ ſport 
to no one elſe.” BosweLL's Journal, p. 304. 

My readers, I believe, will make a better gueſs. than Mr. Boſwell appears. 
to have done, at the opJecT of. Dr. Johnſon's laughter on ſuch occaſions, 
Lines 143, 144-] When we had got into our boat again, he [Dr. Johnſon] 

called to me, Come, now, pay a claſſical compliment to the ifland [Inch 
Keith] on quitting it.” I happened /uckily,' in alluſion to the beautiful 
Queen Mary, whoſe name is upon the fort, to think of what Virgil makes 
Eneas ſay, on having left the country of his charming Dido: [Very e 
indeed x CEN 
. 1 regina, tuo de Ittore . , | 

« Very well 15 off!” 1 he. 1 . his head, aud e 1 

Boswzl L's Journal, p. 62. | 


ee Juſt as we CAME OUT oth 5 [Macbeth's caſtle} a raven perched on one lon 
cs and croaked. Then I, [with congenial. e e 
| The raven himſelf is hoarſe, 
That croaks the fatal xNTERANCE of Duncan 
0 Under my battlements. BoswzLI.s uur, . 19. 
What a feaſt muſt this curious diſplay of his friend Bozzy' 8 oratorical owe 


ers have afforded Dr. Johnſon! 

Lines 145, 146.] © It entertained me to obſer him [Dr. Johnſon} acting by; 
while ze danced, ſometimes [apparently] in deep meditation, — ſometimes 
ſuniling complacently,—ſometimes looking upon Hooke's Roman Hiſtory, 
and ſometimes talking a little, Andi the noiſe of the ball, to- Mr. Donald 


* 
2 


M- Queen. f | BoswELL's Journal, p. 189. 
We danced to- night to the maß >k of the Bacerer, which made vs beat. 
Jn ground with PRODIGIOUS FORCE,” — / Ones 8 T0 P. 34a. - 


8... 


. i 22 105 
How oft 1 bade thee 5 with all thy might, 
While birds and beaſts the Muſick put to flight, 


© The ſound of a Bagpipe will ir my bload, and fill me with a mixture of 
- melancholy and reſpe& for courage; in ſhort, with a crowd of ſenſations with 

which”ſober rationality has nothing to do. BosweLL's Journal, p. 155. 
The latter part of this ſentence will probably bring to the minds of moſt 
readers, the account which Shakeſpeare has given of many perſons being af- 
fected in a ſimilar manner, by the muſick of that famous inſtrument, the 
Scotch bagpipe, in his days. | | 

« And others, when the Bacy1Pe Av i 15 noſe, 
Cannot contain their urine for affe ion.” 

Snaxzspzart's Merchant of Venice, AQ IV. Good at 

Line 147.] * They [the Highlanders] talked in their own ancient lan- 
guage, with fluent vivacity, and ſung many Er/e ſongs, —For myſelf, though 
but a Lowlander, having picked up a few words of the language, I preſumed to 
mingle in their mirth, and joined in the choruſſes with as much glee as any of the 
company.”  BoswELL's Journal, p. 176. 
Line 148.] It is imagined, that the alluſion in this line refers to ſome un- 
particularized /pecimen of Mr. Boſwell's imitative art, given to his fellow-. 

traveller while on their tour in the Highlands, rather than of his vocal pow- 

ers, ſtrictiy ſo called. Indeed, Mr, Boſwell has in this reſpect once favoured 
the publick; and a ſecond exbibition would, I doubt not, be very numerouſly 
attended. His ſucceſsful practice in that art he has mms Rs with 
great diffigence and bumility. 
| * When Dr. Hugh Blair and I were fitting een in 5 pit of Drury- 
lane play-houſe, I entertained the audience prodigiouſiy by imitating the lowing of 
8 cow!”—I was ſo ſucceſsful in this boyiſh frolick, that the univerſal cry of the 
galleries was, e Encore the cow | Encore the cow!” In the pride of my heart, I 
attempted imitations of ſome other animals, but with very inferior effect. My 
reren friend, anxious for my fame, with an air of the utmoſt gravity and ear- 


neſtneſs, addreſſed me thus: My dear Sir, I would confine myſelf to the cow !”?. 


—»A little while after I had told this ſtory, I differed from Dr. Johnſon, I ſup- 
poſe tos confidently, upon ſome point, which I now forget. He did not ſpare me. 

« Nay, Sir, (ſaid he,) if. you cannot talk "nee a a MAN, I'd have you bellow 
dike a cow!” © BoswzLL's Journal, p. 499. 


Ts INTELLIGENCE 


* 


9 1 5 
” How oft I heard FORE pray, and ſaw thee drunk, 513 
Thy 1 85 now full high, and now v quite funk ; + 110 50 


INTELLIGENCE EXTRAORDINARY. 1 
(To WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN.) 1 

A Nzw Op ERA, founded on the following FaBLE, is Bl to be preparing 
for one of the celebrated Horse-THzaTRES; when a good ator in the art „ 
imitating animals would probably meet with great encouragement, partici 


went if he ſhould be thoroughly qualified to fill the principal character. | 8 : 5 ; 15 
THE FABLE. 1 
« The OLD Liow once dead, a Younc Ass pert and vain, . 

ce Cloth'd himſelf 1 in the ſein, and appear'd on the plain: - 1 a ; . ö 4 


„ Where long he had met with re/pe# from the herd, 
Who beneath a fine coat ſuſpect nothing abſurd; 
„ But, aſpiring to roar, in the pilfer'd array, 
c His long ears ſtood ere, and they heard the fool bro. 
All his pride in an inſtant now turn'd to diſgrace, | 
155 Aus they hooted apes kick d the dull beaſt from the place.” 25 
Eprronx's MS. Fables of Æſop Modernizil, 
Line 149.] The Doctor has in this place made a ludicrous aſſociation of 
n and drunkenneſs ; but he had, no doubt, good reaſons for what he has 
done: atleaſt, I ſhall ſuppoſe /o; as every wiſe Commentator ought, on fuch 
occaſions, who 1 is indebted to a greatAuthor for handing him down to poſterity. 
But let us examine the minute Mr. Boſwell Bimſelf, who has ſomething to 
ſay on every ſubject. It muſt be owned, that this gentleman, however, has not, 
amidft all his profuſion of anecdotes, adduced much that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, is 
eatly in favour of himſelf ; or, as ſome might expreſs themſelves, highly to 
\* own honour : the inſtances of his devotion, therefore, we are ſorry 1 to remark, 
are very few, compared with thoſe where bis d poſition to ebriety is abundantly wy 
manife | 
7 35 one of the rocks juſt where we landed, which are not high, there is 
rudely carved a ſquare, with a cxvcirix in the middle. Here, it is ſaid, the 
Lairds of Raſay, in old times, uſed to offer up their devotions. I could not 
approach the por, without a grateful recolleftion of the event commemorated by | 
this SYMBOL.” BoswzLL's Journal, F 193- . 
So much for Mr. Boſwell's ne now, Reader, for the contraſt. 5 
e After ſupper, Dr. Johnſon told us, that Jaac Hawkins Browne DRANK © 
FREELY for thirty years, 125 that he wrote "ou a ; De Animi Immortalitate, 


in 


. M J 


Ho oft thou teaz d me, at our ſlender dinners, 


To ſpeak of princes, poets, ſaints, and ſinners; 1 
ij How 
in ſome of the /a/# of iſe years. J liſtened to this with the eagerneſs of one, 
Wi conſcious of being himſelf fond of wine, is glad to hear that a man of % 
. genius and good FOE as BRoOWNE, had the ſame propenſity ! | . 
| BosWELL's. Journal, p. 174, 1) * 
« He (Dr. Johnſon] was ed quieſcent to night, and went early to bed. 
J was in a cox DAL Humour] and promoted a chearful glaſs. The punch was eu- 
opal / Honeſt Mr. M*Queen obſerved that Iwas in nicn GLEE, © my GOVER- 
noun being gone to bed!” BoswzLk's Journal, p. 214. 
Dr. Johnſon went to bed ſoon. men one bowl of. punch was ſfiniſbed, 
1 roſe, and was near the door, in my way up ſtairs to bed, but Corrichatachin 
ſaid, it was the firſt time Col had been in his houſe, and he ſhould have his 
bowl —and would not J join in drinking it? The heartineſs of my honeſt 
landlord, and the deſire of doing soctar. hoxounx to our very obliging condu tor, 
induced me to fit down again. Col's bowl was finiſbed; and by that time we 
were WELL WARMED. A. third bow! was ſoon made, and that too was FINISHED. 
Me were CoRDlaL! and merry {0.4 HIGH DEGREE; but of what paſſed © have no re- 
collection, with any accuracy. —lt was near five in the morning when I got t 
bed.—1 awsked at noon with a ſevere HEAD-ACH, I was much vexed that I ſhould 
have been guilty of ſuch a Riot, and afraid of a reproof from Dr. Johnſon. About | 
ene he came into my room, and accoſted me, ©* M bat, prunk yet?” —< Sir, 
Z faid 1, cbey kept me up. He anſwered, © No, you kept them up, you DRUNKEN 
bog!” This he ſaid with good-humoured Engliſh pleaſantry. Soon aſter- 
| wards, Corrichatachin, Col, and other friends, aſſembled round my bed. Corri 
had a brandy-bottle and glaſs with him, and inſiſted I ſhould take 4 dram.— 
e Ay, ſaid Dr. Johnſon, „ll him DRUNK. again. Do it in the morning, that we 
may laugh at him all day, It is a poor thing for a fellow to get DRUNK at night, 
and ſculk to bed, and let his friends have na ſport,” —l took my hoſt's. advice, and 
drank ſome BRANDY, which I found an effeftual cure for my head-ach! When I 
aroſe, I went into Dr. Johnſon's room, and taking Mrs. M*Kinnon's Prayer- 
3 book, I opened it at the twentieth Sunday after Trinity, in the ods for which 
I read, „And be not drunk with wine, wherein there is exceſs.” Some wauld 
have taken this as a divine interpofition!” Bos wrzI's Fournal, p. 316 60 318. 
Mrs. Piozzi has alſo kindly favaured the world with an anecdote, in which 
Mr. Boſwell's conbIAl. propen/ity is hinted at: nor has that ingennous Lady 
ſuppreſſed Dr. Johnſon's © keen ſarcaſtick wit,” on the occaſion, FE 
x 8 | | cc t 


l 2s 1 
Ho w oft I mark'd hi like a watchful cat, 
1 ning to catch up all my filly chat 185 


* 


ee It was dock for thoſe ho delighted to echo 1 s ſentiments; ; chat 


he would not endure from them ſo- dan, what perhaps he had yefterday,.. by 


his own manner of treating the ſubject, made them fond of repeating; and] 
fancy Mr. B— bas net forgotten, that though his friend one evening ina gay 
humour talked in praiſe of wine as ons of the bleſſings permitted by heaven, 

eben uſed with moderation; to lighten the load of life, and give men'$TRENGTH 


to endure it; yet, when in conſequence! of ſuch talk E thought fit to make a 


Baechanalian diſcourſe in its favour, Mr. Johnſon contradicted him ſomewhat 
roughly as I remember; and when ra aſſure bimſelf of * conqueſt, he added theſe 
words: You muſt allow me, Sir, at leaſt that itproduces truth; in vivo vir 
TAS, you know Sir.. That (replied Mr. Johnſon) would be uſeleſs to a man who 
Knee be was not @ LIAR hon he was $0B8R.” Mrs. Prozzr's' Anecdotes, p. 261. 

Mr. Boſwell, however, has been ven with the Doctor: | for, having luckily 
outlived him, he has taken care to baue tbe LasT woRD on his faveurite topick. 

One of his [Dr. Johnſon' 1. arguments againſt drinking, appears to me 5 
not convincing. He Jirged that, “ in Proportion as drinking: makes a man 
"DIFFERENT from vobas bo is before be bas drunk, it is bad; becauſe it has ſo far 
affelted his reaſon.” But _ it not be anſwered, that a nan may be ALTERED 


2 it for the BETTER | Boswgl L. 8 Journal, P. 407. 
It may be obſerved, by way of ts Mr. Boſwell's argument — neither 


of us baving any thing now to fear from the reply of an antagoniſi—that if one of 
the verieſt 1DzoTs who ever lived was to fit down when quite SOBER, and write a 
| book—Reader! ſuch things have bern done by ſueh perſons, more than once, 

ſtrange as it may ſeem there is a moral certainty that the ſame dull ror, 
let him be as drunk as HE'LIKES, provided he only bolds and guides his pen, 
cannot poſſibly write woRst ; and, therefore the preſumption is, that his DbRUx- 


KENNESS may, as Mr. Boſwell has ſoberly advanced, be all for the ETER 
The cafe is, perhaps, {till ſtronger, as Dr. Johnſon had himſelf ſtated it on a 


Former occgſion (ox cor by Mr. Boſwell, though xzmemsertD by Mrs. Pi- 
02zi)—where one who is a liar when sonkER, feels the force of that maxim, 
ce 1 vino VERITAS,” and tells the truth when he is DRUNK, 

Line 1 50.1 The examples of Mr. Boſwell's Bigb ſpirits are. innumerable, 
but I find only one acknowledgment of his fears. © 
I was very ill, and very defirous to get to ſhore. When 1 was told dar 
we could not land that night, as the ſtorm had now increaſed, 7 looked miſerabiy, 
as Col afterwards informed me.” : Bent s Journal, p. 351. 


H 5 How 
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How oft that chat I ſtill | more fille ads 1 12 8 55 


To fee it in thy common- place convey ds 
5 N „ 15 How 


Line155.) © It was not very eaſy for people not quite intimate with Dr. 
Johnſon, to get exatly his opinion, as he would now und then Diver HIMSELF 
by confounding rhos E who thought themſelves obliged to ſay To-MoRROw what be 
had ſaid v ERDA Y; and even GARRICK, tho ought to have been better ac- 
quainted with his TRICKS, profeſſed himſelf mortified, that one time when he 
was extolling DxvyDen in a rapture that I ſuppoſe diſguſted his friend, Mr. 
Johnſon ſuddenly challenged him to produce twenty lines in 4 ſeries that would 
not diſgrace the poet and bis admirer. Garrick produced a paſſage that he had 
once heard the Doctor commend, in which nE now found, if I, remember 
rightly, ſixteen faults; and made Garrick: look filly.at bis own table. When I 
told Mr. Johnſon the ſtory, © Why what a MoxR EY was Davip now (ſays he), 
to l of his own diſgrace!” And in the courſe. of that hour's chat he told me, 
how he uſed to teize Garrick by commendations of the tomb-ſcene in Con- 
orEve's MourninG Babs, proteſting that SHAKESPEARE had in the, ſame 
line of excellence nothing-as good: © All which is ſtrictly true (ſaid he); but 
that is no reaſon for | ſuppoſing Concreve is to ſtand in competition. with 
| e ac As : theſe FELLOWS know not how to BLAME, nor how: to COMMEND.' 

Mrs. P10z2z1's Anecdotes, p. 275, 276. 
But though fuch f Money of a FELLOW. as GaRRICK might often fail 
| properly to diſcriminate, in the gaiety of converſation ; it. muſt appear wan. 
derful if a GznTLEMan of Mr. BosweLL's ſagacity, and a Lapy of Mrs. 
Piozzi's great learning and intimate knowledge of the Doc ok, ſhould ever 
have made ſimilar miſtakes, and gravely. and deliberately have regiſtered them in 
their immortal performances. Surely no Reader, whatever may be his dil- 
cernment, can exclaim, on this occafion, in the language of SHAKESPEARE=— 

There needs no Gnosr come from the grave to tell us this!” HAMLET. I 

It ſeems to have been now. and then forgotten, by one or two of Dr. Johnſon's 
friends, that he was like the Apoſtle Paul, ** a# things to all nen.. 
Line 156.] © He [Dr. Johnſon] carne to my room this morning — | 
breakfaſt, . to read my JOURNAL, which he has done all along... He often. before 
faid, © I take great DELIGHT. in reading it!” To day he ſaid, te You 1MeROVE ! 
it grows BETTER and BETTER!” I obſeryed, there was a 6 ee Fm getting 
| | FO cs 5 VVV n 


44 


[8-1] 
How oft 1 ſaw thy ſtill unvanquiſh'd face, 


Proof againſt al thi <A ms 5 5 
: | | 1 | How 


a habit of writing in a floventy manner. « Sir,” raid * [with great F 
it is not written in a ſlovenly manner. 1 might be printed, WERE THE SUBFECT 


FIT FOR PRINTING!” .  _ BoswszLL's Journal, p. 276. 


A plain, blunt Eng; iſbman, 153805 as > he inimitable Sterne has deſcribed our 


national character, might have weakly Juſpefied an. inſult, where the poliſhed 


and diſcerning Mr. Boſ ſiyell has diſcovered a compliment : for that well-bred 


gentleman, with his uſual adroimeſs, obſerves, in a Note, at the foot of he; -. 


ſame page, © I hope I ſhall be pxaxpoxeD for inſerting fo FLATTERING an EN 
courux on what is now offered to the Publick “ As one of that Publick, - 
then, I not only pardon, but praiſe, the all- accompliſhed Mr. Boſwell, for 
this new proof of his candour and diſinteræſtedneſs. Indeed, that learned gen- 
tleman has, in this and many other inſtances, Been even better than be intended. 
L.ines 157, 158.] The reader muſt not here miſtake my author's mean- 
ing: this being, in fact, one of the higheſt compliments paid to his friend Bozzy 
throughout the whole of this encomiaſtick Epiſtle, What, indeed, can be 


more pleaſing to any of us, than a ſenſible Friend's recognition of our poſſef- Fe 
ſing | thoſe good qualities for which it feems to be the grand purſuit of our lives 


to appear remarkable? What the French very emphatically call the mauvaife 
honte, is a baſe plebeian vice, and the noble blood of Bruce diſdains it! 
aer am, I Platter myſelf, completely a citizen of the wortd.—In my travels 5 
through Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, Corſica, France, [He might 
probably have added, or any where elfe. '] T never rELT MYSELF fem 
. Boswrzl's Journal, P. 11. 
der My aue ele A I talked of going to Sweden; and, while We 
were ſettling our plan, I expreſſed a pleaſure in the proſpect of ſeeing the 
king. —Fobnſon. te T doubt, fir, if he would ſpeak to us. Colonel MLeod 
faid, © F am ſure Mr. BoswELIL. would ſpeak to HIM. Here let me offer a ſhort 
defence. of that PROPENSITY in my diſpoſition, to which this gentteman alluded. - 
It has procured me much HAPPINESS. I hope i it does not deſerve ſo hard a name 2 
as either FORWARDNESS or IMPUD ENR!“ | BosweLL's Journal, p. 260. 
* The Duke [of Hamilton] placed Dr. Johnſon next himſelf at table. 'F 
was in ine ſpirits; and though ſenſible that T had ze misfortune of not being n 
favour with the ducheſs, I was not in the leaſt diſconcerted, and offered her grace 


ſome of the diſh that was before me. It muſt be owned that I tas in the right 55 


to be quite unconcerned, if I could, I knew it was the rule of modern high life 
| = | net 


_ [ 28 ] 
How oft I ſmil'd this well-known fact to find, 

Thou thought'ſt thyſelf the wittieſt of ile 100 
How oft do I, een midſt theſe ſcenes deplore, 

| That I can ſhare the dear delights no more! 

Happy the land, that gave ſuch genius birth; 

And happier ſtill, that which contains ſuch worth! 


wot to drink to am body; zur, that I might bave the sarIsT ACTION for ONCE f 
| look the ducheſs in the face, [1 may venture to prophecy Mr. Boſwell will never 
have a ſecond such oypokTuNITY] with a glaſs in my hand, I with a reſpeFful 
air addreſſed her,. My Lady Ducheſs, I have the honour to drink your 
grace's good health 117 repeated the words audibly, and with A.STEADY COUN- 
TENANCE, This was, PERHAPS, rather too much !” 
| Boswxrr's Journal, p. SP 1475 
ee Her grace made Dr. J ohnſon come and fit by her, and aſked him why 
he made his journey ſo late in the year. © Why, madam, (ſaid he,) you know 
Mr. BosweLL muſt attend the Court of Seſſion, and it does not riſe till the 
- twelfth of Auguſt,” She ſaid, with ſome ſharpneſs, I KN. NOTHING of 
Mr. Boſwell.” BosWELL's Journal, p. 451, 
Upon the whole, it 5 be owned, that Mr. Boſwell was not properly 
| freated; and the Duke and Dutcheſs now probably lament their want of atten- 
tion to that well-bred gentleman on this occaſion. There Was an obvious me- 
thod of returning their gueſt's polite manner of contemplating the gutcheſs's viſage, 
which it ſeems aſtoniſhing to me ſhould have porn Jo groſsly neglected by the 


whole company. 
Lines 163, 164.] Happy Scotland ! panel England] now, indeed, is 


your union compleat. What boots it,” may enraptured England exclaim, 
i that Scotland has partaken largely af my good things] She has given me a 
Boswzl L, and I am il ber debtor . — O for the promptitude of my Hero, that 
I might inſtantly promulge, in a warm, Claſſical phraſe, feelings which the 

ſrigidity of the Engliſh language can never expreſs.I have it Take it 
then, my Reader | and, if you are a BRxTrox, repeat it in the. wornlog when 
you riſe, and in the evening when you lie down! | 


„ © FORTUNATOS NIMIUM, 51 BONA SUA NORINT : ! Vm 


Thy 


| Thy juſt purſuits may no ill chance retard; 1 g 
And may thy merits meet with due rewad i! 

So prays, dear Bozzy, thy departed friendz: 

Who, by the Devil, does his bleſſing ſend . 


— 
* w _ ; | 
$5 * * 


MRS. 10221. 


Once-deareſt friend, at whom I dar'd to rail, Ro be ty 
When firſt Piozzi took the place of af hrale ; 2 „ «xD. 170 


: Madain”” Signora, Thrale-Piozzi, how 05 pen Ta „ e 3 2 | 
Shall I, unblam'd, dare to addreſs thee now! 4 8k —— 
_ How 


is 


| 4 
12 * : 


this 165 g th: 168. 1 "Tar theſe fe od w wiſhes for Mr. Boſrell, 11 moſt — 
Join the Doctor; whoſe plegſant alliſion to my Bookſeller's agent, in the laſt 
line, furniſhes an additional. proof that he could not po ſſib ly avoid deing 
Jocoſe, while addreſſing his merry friend, even on the moſt een e | 
tant occaſion, that of bidding him an everlaſting adieu! - - | 
Lines 169, 170.] It may to ſome readers appear rather MMA ns that | 
Mrs. Piozzi has neglected to ſay a ſingle ſyllable on the very ſubjef which 
ſeems to have been uppermeſt in the Doctor's mind. His rude interference 
however, in a matter which evidently did not concern bim, and ſtill leſs the 
publick, is judiciouſiy ſuppreſſed by Mrs. Piozzi; for though ſuch particulars 
might ſerve to gratify Curioſity — inſpired, it muſt be owned, by ſomething lite a 
promiſe of all the Anecdotes that Lady knew in which the Doctor was a 
party; and though, it muſt likewiſe be admitted, the greateſt degree of ten - 
derneſs has not on every occaſion been preſerved by my fair Author in deliver- 
ing what the Doctor ſometimes jocoſely or familiarly ſaid at the -expenee of © 
other Friends; no reaſonable perſon ought to expect that he ſhould act ſo N. F 
unnaturally as not to preſerve a proper degree of feeling for: herſelf. „ 
Lines 17 1, 172. ] It is ſurprizing that the Doctor ſhouldhave wks any 
loſs by what name to addreſs this ane dl e _ . that which ſhe re- 
1 8 tag d ; 


. 
1 3 


} 


neſs Feratonsy m 
For what I did, and Wige 1 Kivundons PUR: ware ik 
The aged fail, too oft, in dur refpe, ali e yg 
And wiſeſt women cannot bear negledt... a tl e 


ceived from her preſent huſband at fit Tefigth in her title-page. But lbs 
the aſſociation of ideas, brought to his remembrance another LITERARY LADY; 
- who, under circumſtances extremely fimilar, retained the name of her former 
huſband, in the manner Dr. Johnſon has written T'HRALE-P10ZZL This 
ether Lady, it may ſeem hardly "neceſſary to add, is the famous Mrs. Ma- 
CAULAY-GRAHAM;. who, like Mrs. Piozzi, prudently gave up an old man's 
friendſhip, for a young one's love: Bath 12 in both caſes, the ſcene of 
action. Theſe things conſidered, the critical reader will, it is hoped, be per- 
ſectly ſatisfied, that it is by no means out of nature. 

Lines 173, 174.] Fhe hints in this and ſome other paris of the addreſs to 
Mrs. Piozzi, ſeem to be of a delicate nature; and, perhaps, are on that ac- 
count liable to be m iſunderſtood. I am therefore greatly concerned, that I feel 


0 niyfelf conftraihed' to acknowledge my total inability always to gratify the cu- 


Fol trader, on ſuch becaſions; who muſt conſequently be left to make his 
on fefſections on what the Doctor has himſelf advanced in ſuch paſſages of 
his del ighiful poem, without my hazarding wild conjectures, the uncertainty. 
of which 5 0 often 'miflead and «aan n wo it is of! . to W 
| Lias 196, 2 57 It is a trite retnatk, this nodfing wivdachs' in life are re- 
N e. of thoſe litilti attentions which the ſair- ſen naturally expect from men, 
and which young ones are by no means backward in practiſing, even with la- 
dies ſomewhat © declined into the vale of years.” Indeed, it muſt be owned, 
fuch. perſons have often other o4jefs in view; and inftances have occurred, 
where maiden aunts, and even widowed mothers, have been abſolutely courted 
by thoſe who meant to /olermnize with the daughters or nieces. Be this as it 
may, no matron, whatever portion of philoſophy ſhe may poſſeſs if ſhe has not 
eraſed" to wiſh for another: buſband—can bear with fortitude the idea of difre- 
pectſul remiſſneſs from any part of that ſex which has formerly been ſtudious 
ol ſeeking opportunities to do her continual homage. All Dr. Johnſon's /earn- 
' yp, und brilHiant converſation, I will venture to aſſert, could never compenſate, 
im the eſtimarion of any well-bred woman of this deſcription, for the ines 
of thoſe minutia which are ſo eſſential to feciale happineſs, 
Could 


01-81] 
Could I with ee twas idle dre 
| Hope &er to glide with hes 0s is rough ae. l 
> Unfit to ply the never-cealing oar, W767 oe 1 | 
Vin no rnd kph bom the ſhave, 0 
Where I was haſt' ning, with a crow 
To follow after hoſpitable Thrale. 
Methinks I fill behold thy angry pout, 
And ſeornful hen, as once! dar d _ out, 


Lines 177 to 182.]. This 1 allegory OPER to the © minds * 
of my reader the moſt luxurious imagery. Here he beholds the Sea of Life, on 
which all mankind are placed, as it were, in large boats with fails and oars. 
Thoſe of the young and robuſt, excurſe from ſide to fide, and row backwards. 

and forwards, in purſuit of Pleafure, whom they generally at laſt overtake; . 
while the aged and infirm, unable to make ſufficient uſe of their oars, vainly 
attempt to catch the active goddeſs, and are hurried, away by the foree of the 
current, till they find themſelves precipitated, breathleſs, on the cliffs of Death, 
which bound the unfathomable ocean. As if the Doctor had faid, in 1 
language — nothing but gaiety and pleaſure could keep you alive, after the - 
death of a beloved huſband; and, as I was too old to accompany you in thoſe 
ſcenes of delight neceſſary to preſerve your exiſtence, and you felt no great in- 
clination to hurry after our deceaſed friend, you no doubt acted very wiſhy in 
5 procuring a more eligible companion for the voyage! 
Lines 183 0-194, &c.] Mrs. Piozzi has omitted this particular anecdore, . 
but it is not difficult to trace many of the circumſtances it comprehends1 in dif. 
ferent parts of her ineſtimable performance. | 
"BE TD. Johnſon] had ſometimes fits of reading very violent; and when 5 
be was in earneſt about getting through ſome particular pages, he would He © * 
quite /oft to company, and withdraw all his attention to what he was reading, "3 
without the ſmalleſt knowledge or care about the noiſe made round him. His 
deafneſs made ſuch conduct leſs odd and leſs difficult to him than it would 
| have been to d anather man; but his adviling others to take the ſame method, and 
| | "om 7 


ie x. 

In ay ſole TOME: an ent bak | I 3 185 
Heedlefs of queſtions not to be miſtook. 

Thy anger roſe; thy colour came, and went; 

N othing thou ſaid'ſt, but this I knew thou.meant— 


© © Uncivil, rude, ill-manner'd, horrid brute! 


o 


Ah, what to me can ſuch a friendſhip boot! e 
No my poor lord is gone, the Lord knows where, po 
Shall I put up with ſuch a ſhocking bear? 

1 Who, when a Widow conſolation needs, 


uh, Tukey out his filthy book, and ee | | 
PI) Pos $16: | 6; How 


pull a little Book out when they were not t entertained with what « was going for- 
ward in fociety, ſeemed more likely to advarite the growth of ſcience than of po- 
diſhed manners. Mrs. Prozz1's Anecdotes, p. 259, 260. 
% Mr. Johnſon's health had been always extremely bad ſince I firſt knew 
him, and his over-anxious care to retain without blemiſh the perfect ſerenity 
of his mind, contributed much to diſturb it. He had ſtudied medicine dili- 
gently i in all it's branches; but had given particular attention to the diſcaſes of 
the 1 imagination, which he watched in himſelf with a ſolicitude deſtructive vr” - 
his own peace, and intolerable to. thoſe he truſted. Dr. Lawrence told him 
one day, that if he would come and beat him once a week he would bear it; 
but to hear his complaints was more than man could ſupport. Twas there- 
| fore that he tried, : ſuppoſe, and in eighteen years contrived to weary the pa- 
tience of a woman.” Mrs. Prozz1's Anecdotes, 9.77. 
As I never had any aſcendency at all over Mr. Johnſon; except juſt in the 
things that concerned his health, it grew extremely perplexing and difficult to 
live in the houſe with him, when the maſter was no more; the worſe indeed, 
becauſe his diſlikes grew capricious ; he could ſcarce bear to have any oy 
come to >the houſe whom it was e neceſſary for me to ſee. 


Mrs, Piozzi s Anecdotes, p. 138. 
15 1 was 


i 33 * fn 
How __ I manage hall I tell FE 7370 t9 5 
0 naughty word 1 what, Mrs. Thrale ? O d fye! 171 
But then how can I be again a rib: | 


78 A 4 5 


* 


II ſay to Johnſon—“ Sammy, things g © croſs 3 * b 
And tho I grieve more than for Thraly s loſs, 2 200 4 
It muſt be ſo—O burſt, my ſwelling heart! | Y 
How ſhall I fay it; we at laſt muſt part. 

My law-ſuit loſt, my health on the decline, 
No Peace, I fear, cali ever here be mine; 5 ä ; - Ae : 
Where ſtill I fret, till F grow thin AS lat: 88 5 | | 
"Tis fix'd, rl try what can be done at Bath 3 7 


T « * 


A 


3 


8 


i 1 was forend' to aa advantage of my loſt law-ſuit, and Fe injbAiey of 
purſe. to remain longer in London or its vicinage. I had been cri in my; 
intentions of going abroad, and found it convenient, for every regſom of health 
Peace, and pecuniary circurmſtances, to retife to Balb, where I knew Mr. 
Johnſon would not follow me, and where I could for that reafon commane 
ſome little portion of time for ny own uſe.” Mes. Prozir's Atecdotes, . 29% 
The original reaſon of our connection, his particularly diſordered beuuns 
au ſpirits, had been long at an end, and he had no other aifments than of _ 
age and general infirmity, Veneration for His virtue, reverenee for his taſeiits, 
delight in Bis converfation, and habitual endurance of # oke my Bufdand Erft 
put upon me, and of which he corentecdly Bore fis Mare for ſixtecn or ſRventeert - 
years, made mie go on /o long with Mr. Jokinſ6n ;_ but the perpetual confine- 
ment T will own to have been 7errifying in the firſt years of out friendſhip, and 
irkſome in the laſt; por. could I. pretend to ſupport it without help, when my 
coadjutor was no more.” . Prozzr' 8 4 P. 293. 


/ TO OS 


rn 


A lucky thought !—PIL only tell e; 5 if 7 by | 9 


. | . 1 


l 


Thus was che TY contriv'd by thee and fate, e 


ee thy now-deſerted, old i inmate F 
Nor think I blam'd thee for what fate 1 „ 
To blame a woman would be weak indeed; dark ane 
Long had I Known that female fleſh was frail, 
Before my eye firſt glanc'd on Mrs. Thrale : 


And tho I dard to raiſe my angry voice, 5 1 
Twas not at chuſing Man, but at the Choice; 8 
| Indeed, I always thought it weak. to roam 275 


Abroad for things much better found at a 0. 


Tine 208. J 80 Eaaétnedes i in a man [Dr. Johnſon] a was nothing leß (PV 
exact himſelf, made him extremely impracticable as an inmate.” 
Mrs. Prozzr's Anecdotes, 5. 290. 


. 21 $, ab ] © Walking in a wood when it rained, was, I think, the 
only rural image he Dr. Johnſon} pleaſed his fancy with, © for (ſays he) aſter 


one has gathered the apples in an orchard, one wiſhes. them well baked, and 


can wonder he paſſed his time uncomfortably enough with us, who he often. 
complained of for living ſo much in the country; © feeding the chickens (as he 
faid I did) till 1 farved my own underſtanding. Get however (ſaid he) a book. 


„ removed to a London eating- houſe for enjoyment.“ With ſuch notions, who 


about gardening, and ſtudy it hard, ſince you will paſs. your life with Birds | 


and fowwers, and learn to raiſe the LAx EST 7urnips, and to breed the n1oczsrT 


- fowls,” It was vain to aſſure him that the goodneſs of ſuch diſhes did not 


depend upon their ze; he laughed at the people who covered their canals with. 


- FOREIGN-FOWLS, when (ſays he) our 2 GEESE. and GANDERS are TWICE 46. 
LARGE : if we fetched better animals from. diſtant nations, there might be ſome 
ſenſe in the preference; but to get cows from Alderney, or water, fowl from 
China, only to ſee nature e round one, is a poor ambition indeed?” 
| . Piozzi's Anecdotes, al 55 
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| Our written quarrels, and our wordy Wars: Elin 5 1 
T hoſe wars and quarrels which our friends divide, 
While ſome blame me, and 


_ . 
— hs N 
: . 


thers thee deride. | 2 Us 
For me, now landed on che happy {hi ore, | 1 0 12 


Where females can, as females, act no more; 
Where man and woman form one fingle kind, 
Unknown: all bliſs but the chaſte bliſs of hz: 


My too large debt of une frailties Paid, 1 323 

Of man now truly but the verieſt Wade! et oy , 

How can I give thee adequate return, | | i WE 
For eee K kind e mut for ever Rim 5 wi yo : 1 265 


97 


Sede to thy kind efforts for: a Peace + 2 : * om Fen po 


> Lid 218 70 Se > Vida this it ſhould ſeem. that ſome ſurviviog-Friends 
are acquainted with the particulars of this unbappy breach: the Publick. may 
therefore yet expect them, eſpecially if Mr. Boſwell happens to be in the ſecret, 
or can procure copies of certain letters much, talked of ſome time ago, which 
will probably not be publiſhed by the party to whom, they were ſent. 

Lines 222 10 233. J The Doctor ſeems to conſider Mrs. Piozzi's publication. 
of her Anecdotes, as heaping coals of fire on his head,” (Romans xii. 20.) 
and his ardent. wiſhes for her enjoyment of the peace ſhe has laboured to bring; _ 
about, in e for her great M2 ls in. che Nee degree. e 2 


F * Fo * 


That peace 0 may y thou undiſturb- d enjoy; 
Which, unlike other. ſweets, ean never led 
Thy. maiden book has met my raviſh'd fight, 


; And ev'ry page conveys fincere delight os 1 
4 Thy carrie wh ions, and thy flowing aue, I 0 235 
Not to be 142 without 0 teil; | 


tt f LEE =] 
Line 2 33. * 12 1 muſt FOR my Preface, and begin * bea, the un 


l ever preſenta deine the ä 


e of 3 Anecdotes ; 1 P. vili. 
Tine 2 35 ] The exquiſite delicacy celebrated in the beginning of this line 

We fb prevails in the following extracts, as well as in ſome already quoted: 
&« There is in this world no REAL prior C excepting THost of ſenſuality ), 

but exchange of ideas in converſation.” Mrs, Prozzi's. Anecdotes, p. 267. 
te Johnſon encouraged parents to carry their daughters early and rruch into 


company: for what harm can be DONE 1778 91 many witneſſes ? Solitude is the 


ſureſt nurſe of all prurient paſſions.” Mrs. Prozzr's Anecdotes, p. 106. 
« Being married to ſleepy- ſouled women, is juſt like playing at cards for 
nothing: no paſſon is excited; and the time is filled up. I do not however 
envy a fellow one of thoſe bongy-/uckle. wives for my part, as they are but 
creepers at beſt, and nnn dſtroy the Trex they [v tenderly cling abonr.”” © 
Mrs. Piozar $\ Anecdotes, p. 170. | 
© Of the various ſtates and conditions of humanity, he deſpiſed none more 
I think than the man who murrivs fur a mainrenance: and of 2 rxizwy who 
made his alfance on no higher principles, he ſaid onee, © Now Has that follows = 
(it was à wont. HAN of whom we were ſpeaking)—[Nov the pr7/vx whons the 
reader might have imagined, if Mrs. Piozzi had omitted her parencheſis}—ar | 
tengtf obtained a certainty of 2Þyee mrends & duy, and for that certainty, Nike 


tix brother dey in the fable, he will ger his neck galled for life wich a coll 


As. Prozzr's Ancodotes, p. 254. 

ore day chen my for was going wy cool and'dear Pr. Johnſon followed 
as far as the garden gate, praying for his ſalvation, in a voice which thoſe 
who kſtened attentively, could hear plain enough, he ſaid to me ſuddenly, 
« Make your boy tell you his dreams : the firſt corruption that entered | into my 
| heart 


K 


Thy learning great, chy unaffected grace, 


7 _ ſcientifick knowledge, as 1 trace, gf 5 
With 


heart was communicated in neem | bat was it, Sir? ſaid I. © Do not 
aſk me,” replied he with much violence, and walked away in apparent agita- 
tion. 1 never durſt I though I longed to know!] make any further enquiries. 
6 Mrs. Prozzi's Anecdotes, P. 20. 
Hg, One cannot love lumps of 2 4 little infants are nothing more.” 
5 5 Mrs. Piozz1's Anecdotes, p. 273. 
bo: « Many were indeed the lectures I uſed to have in my very early days from 
Mr. HocarTn, whoſe regard for my father induced him perhaps to take notice 
of his little girl, and give her ſome odd particular directions about dreſs, dancing; 
and many lies matters, intereſting now only becauſe they were- his. As he 
made all his talents, however, ſubſervient to the great purpoſes of morality, 
and the earneſt deſire he had to mend mankind, his diſcourſe commonly ended 
in an ethical di iſertation, and a ſerious e to me never to forget his picture of 
the Lapr's LasT STaxe!” ' Jr. Piozzi's IT * I 7. | 
| Ila ep we /augh, in BED we cry, | n ES E 
And born in BED, in BED we dim̃ N 
The near approach a BED may ſhew DE TS 
Of human bliſs to human woe.” Mrs. Prozzi's Anecdotes, ; Pp 78 | 
What a pity it is that this choice deſcription of the valuable properties of a 
brd, cannot be eompleated by an account of the firſt pELIC ATE DREAM Dr. 
Johnſon ever had in one! "i 
There is another ae ere, to e Mrs. Too acknowledges her- | 
ſelf partial. 
Ober the ice, as o'er e you lightly ſhould glide, . 
Both have GULPHS which theiryfatzering ſurfaces hide,” 
Mrs. Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 144. 
After theſ inconteſtible proofs of Mrs. Piozzi's extraordinary delicacy of 
ſentiment, the reader will not be ſurprized at the ſucceeding. eulogium on 
 PROPRIETY pronounced by that lady, in favour of ann, at the * 
of thoſe pitiful ſcribhlers, Vol raixE and STERNE. 
May his celebrity [that of the author of Dow Sk procure my par- 8 
don for a digreſſion in praiſe of a writer, ' who, through four volumes of the 
moſt exquiſite pleaſantry and genuine humour, has never been ſeduced to 


Re the limits of Pen has never called 1 in the zoretched. auxiliaries of 
WF Far OBSCENITY 


- 


% 


® 
©” 2 


al 


'Y 
'| 

ir 

| 

| 

4 


1 2 1 5 


With ſterling metaphors from Genius mine, 


All aptly aiding the one great deſign ; 9 5 de 


Thus 5 


|. oB$cENTTY or i IR e who truſts to nature and ſentiment alone, and never 
; miſſes of that applauſe which VoLTaire and STERNE labour to produce! 


Mrs. Prozzi's Anecdotes, p. 283, 
Poor Vol ran, and Sria hz after this terrible anathema pronounced by 


the Goppxss of Dzlicacv, how ſhall ye ever again hold vp your heads! What 


fair reader will in future dare to pollute her hands with your unhallowed leaves! 
You are now conſigned to oblivion; the dreadful ſentence is paſſed ; and the 
Temple of Immortality is for ever cloſed againſt you !—1 pity, but I cannot 


excuſe you for, as that other famous advocate for Delicacy, the celebrated au- 


thor of the Rap R of the Lock, has truly obſerved— 
The ** want of pzczncy is want of ſenſe!” — Pops. | 
Lines 237, 238.] The extenſive learning of Mrs. Piozzi will be manifeſt in _ 
the following paſſages; where ſhe appears converſant in the WeLsn, Spaniſh, 
French, Italian, and Latin languages. The Welſb, however, being Mrs. Pi- 
ozzi's native tongue, can hardly be conſidered as an acguirement: but then het 


perfect knowledge of Engliſh may be added tothe above ts 


 Wezrmn LEARNING. 

te It was mpofible not to laugh at the patience he (Dr. Johnſon] Wa | 
when a Welch parſon of mean abilities, though a good heart, ſtruck with reve- 

rence at the ſight of Dr. Johnſon, whom he had 2 of as the greateſt man 


Irving, could not find any words to anſwer his inquiries concerning a motto 


round ſomebody's arms. which adorned a tomb fone in e eee. 


III remember right the words were, hy 


Heb Dev Heb Dym, „„ 
Dw o diggon. . 


a though of no very difficult conſtruction [to Mrs. Pioxri, who ſhould there- 
fore have given a tranſtation] the gentleman ſeemed wholly confounded, and 


unable to explain them; till Mr. Johnſon having picked out the meaning by 
little and little, ſaid to the man, 6. Heb is a prepoſition, I believe Sir, is it not?” 


My counTRYMAN recovering ſome ſpirits upon the ſudden queſtion, cried out, 


So I humbly preſume Sir, very comically.” Mrs. Prozz1's Anecdotes, p. 239. 
Mrs. Piozzi adds, very unneceſſarily moſt readers will probably think, that 


Stories of Humour do not tell well in'Books; and what made impreſſion on 
the Friends who nEARD à jesT, will ſeldom en 1 the diſtant acquaint- 


ence, or ſullen critic who 3 READS it.“ 
| T here, 


OT {ar}; . 
Thus to myſelf, den here, 1 ſadly Galen al 0 © 
0 How could I cer! make ſuch a _— 


—— 


| | TY | 0 long 
There, reader! I have given you an excellent fry: . and, if you refuſe te laugh, 
_ remember that you are a © ſuMen' eritick.” Fa, 


Now for more learning. Ha] ba] hal- But I cannot—Hot ha! hat hbl os 

proceed—Ha! ha {—for LaueninG. Iam, Gerefece; Bait known to all men, 
and women too, NO SULLEN CRITIC, | 
SPANISH LEARNING. 
« Some of the old legendary ſtories put in verſe. by a modern uriter n 
voked him to caricature them thus one day at Streatham. | 
| The tender infant, meek and mild, e 4 15 
Fell down upon the ee 2 7 7 
The nurſe took up the ſquealing child,, 
But ſtill the child ſqueal'd on. 

« A famous [Spaniſh] ballad alſo, beginning Rio . verde, 85 
Icommended the tranſlation of wo 0 ſaid he could . it : hetber himſelf—as * 
thus: 8 256 LE 24-14: 7 

Glaſſy water, glaſſy water, 0 5 4099 55 
| | Down whole current clear ns ig . 5 
> | | Chiefs confus'd in mutual ſlaughter, 7 1 
| Moor and Chriſtian roll along. e hd of 

But Sir, ſaid 1, this is not ridiculous at all. Why 00 (repo tchey 

ſhould I always write ridiculouſly erbeten r I made theſe W to 

imitate ſuch a one, naming him: 
Ps Hermit hoar, in ſolemn cell 8 3 Bo | EE 4 
| Wearing out life's evening gray | 

trike thy boſom ſage! and tell, b | 

hat is bliſs, and which the way? 5 „ 


Thus I ſpoke, and ſpeaking ſighh d. 
Scarce repreſs'd the ftarting tear, 
When the hoary Sage reply'd, 
Come, my lad, and drink ſome beer!” 
This, the Editor cannot refrain from obſerving, ininigopinionone ofthe 
moſt admirable PREG of nes r pms WF | 


tet 


E long remain to range Italia $ fields, 


- py 


491 riot long i in bliſs as climate yields : | 
0 . 


4 1 could. give, [proceeds din Piozzi] another comical inſtance of carica- | 
tura imitation. Recollecting ſome day, when He theſe verſes of Lopes 
de 7 | ns for more Spaniſh learning. 

"xl Ses acquien. los leones vence 
Vence una muger hermoſa 
O el de flaco averguenfe 
| O ella di fer mas 1 AY 3 3 
more than he thought they deſerved, Mr, Johnſon inland PEARS « that 
they were founded on a trival conceit; and that conceit ill-explained, and ill- 
expreſſed befide,——The lady, we all know, does not conquer in the ſame 
manner as the lion does: Tis a mere as of ou e he): and "ou 1 
as well ſay, that | 
| Af the man 8 %%% ht ew 
Cry not when his father dies, 
Tis a proof that he had rather 
Have a turnip than his father.” 18 
ance? + Mrs. Font! 8 lud ates, P. 6b; 66, 67 
| FaencH LzarninoG, 
ec. We bod got a little French print among us at Brighthelmſtone, in No- 


woes 078% of ſome people ſkaiting, with theſe lines written under: 
Brau un mince: chryſtal ]hbyver conduit leurs *. 


Le precipice eſt ſous la glace; . 
Telle eft de nos Vlaiſrs la legere ſurface, BY 
Glifſez mortels ; n appayez T 
And I begged tranſlations from every body. ö 
Mxs. Pied 8 ELIA p. 1425 143. 
[There are ſeveral tranſlations ſubjoined, but the reader has ſeen that which 
Mrs. Piozzi preferred, in Page 37. © O'er the ice,” &c. J 
ITALIAN LEARNING, | | 
It happens rather oddly, that the followin g extract to n an Nalian 
phraſe, ſeems à little unfavourable to Mrs. Piozzi S ated of Dr. Jon 
fon's extemporaneous effuſions, | 
% Mr. Johnſon did indeed poſſeſs maid n power of i rer de: 
when he called to my 9 who was l with a friend about a new | 
| gown 


{ 
j 


Ei 41 ] 
Fertile and FEY her fruitage nd her flow ro 1 245 = I 


| Rival almoſt, in ſweetneſs, even ours; i 
| -. / .; an 


gown and dreſſed hat he RA 5 wearing to an aſſembly, thus ſuddenly, 
while ſhe hoped he was not liſtening to their converſation, _ 
| Wear the gown, and wear the hat, 
Snatch thy pleaſures while they laſt; 
Hadſt thou nine lives like a cat, 
Soon thoſe nine lives would be paſt, D | 
« It is impoſſible to deny to ſuch little ſallies the per of the Front, 
who do not PEM their verſes to be ever WRITTEN Down though they often de- 
Jerve it, becauſe, as oy expreſs it, cof ſe perderebbe la poca gloria.” _ 
Mrs. Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 16 * 
As Dr. Johnſon had only almoſt the power of an Italian improvi/atore, there 
ſeems to have been the ſtronger reaſon for not publiſhing all his ſayings. What 
would diſgrace a F LORENTINE, is not likely to da Dr. Ji OHNSON any ad» 


- ditional Honour! 
33 LEARNING. 


« When he [Dr. Johnſon] would try to repeat the celebrated Proſa Ecelef- 
| aſtica pro Mortuis, as it is called, beginning Dies ire, Dies illa, he could never 
paſs the ſtanza ending thus, Tantus labor non fit. caſſus, without burſting into a 
flood of tears; which ſenſibility IJuſed to quote againſt bim when he would in- 
veigh againſt devotional poetry.” MM. Piozzi's Anecdotes, p. 200. 
« When Mr. Thrale once aſked him [Dr. Johnſon] which had been the 
happieſt period of his paſt life? he replied, © it was that year in which he dent 
one whole evening with M y Al: n. That indeed (ſaid he) was not Hap- 
PINESS, it was RAPTURE; but the thoughts of it ſweetened the whole year !''—]_ 
muſt add [ſays Mrs. Piozzi, with her uſual regard for delicacy! ] that the evening. 


| alluded to was not paſſed *te-d-i#re—but in a ſelef company, of which the 


preſent Lord Killmorey was one. © Molly (ſays Dr Johnſon) was a beauty 
and a /cholar, and a wit and a whig; and ſhe talked all in praiſe of /iberty: and 
ſo I made this epigram upon her. — She was the /ovelieft creature I ever ſaw ill 


„How heartily would poor 8ER nz have laughed could he have taken a peep at Mrs. ' 


Piozzi's triple MARK OF ADMIRATION. !!! And what a charming Jeu 4. gprit might then 


have been expected from the pen of him who wrote the following on 8 a /ingle ones 
EXTEMPORE. 
| ON SEEING A LADY THROW A SOMERSET, 
I fm ſaw—l know not what! 
I ſaw a DASH above A bor; : 
Preſenting to my contemplation, 
A perfect MARK OF ADMIRATION (!) 


M - | & Liber 


N 3 8 2 7 ; „ By 
: : - ” * = 1 
| 3p "7 


Add tho' her . downs rate Ds by ſome, "ot 0 4 W 


"Prove leſs Jo thas thoſe of ancient Rome; 1 


* 


— 
- 


e ee MORE uc pulcbrs Maris, 6 


. maneam liber —pulebra Maria, W n 0 e 


wut it re this way in Exgliſb, Sir (ſaid J)? fo 
+. Perſuafions to freedom fall oddly from you; 
If freedom we ſeek—fair Maria, adieu! 


1 5 Ir will do well enough (replied he); n it is Enbifaied by a lady, and the 
we never loved MW. AT n.“ Mrs. Prozzi's Anecdotes, p. 158. 


e Whoever once heard him [Dr. Johnſon] repeat an Ode of HoxAcx, 
A would be woe EUR yg endure to hear it repeated by another. 
33-6 Mrs. Prozz1's Anecdotes, p. 302. 


Non, Ander, 1 hope you are fully ſatisfied with hah Piozzi 1 1 8 


eat,” and with her wnaffeFed grace, too! & 


Live 239.) Mrs, Piozzi has given an donibing probe of her Ault in Au- 


CHITECTURE! when, ſpeaking of Dr. Johnſon, ſhe ſays — 


e Like a cube in ARcnITECTURE, you beheld him on ck ſide, 6 his 


te ſtill appeared uncdiminiſned. Mt. Prozzr's Auecdotes, p. 301. 


I will venture to ſay, that chere are many Gentlemen; who, to their eternal 


 diſerace, are fo grofsly ignorant, that they have almoſt conſtantly cubes in their 
| hands, without knowing them by that name, or being at all ſkilled in ArcHr- 


- .TECTURE'; except, perhaps, in building CARD-HOUSES, and pulling down or 


de leftr oying FAMILY-MANSIONS. 


Tine 240.] © The one great de ien; chat of 'projjing Dr. Johnſvn, in return 
for the good advice he had on certain occaſions given Mrs. Piozzi, is confirmed 


by the following inſtances of partiality in bis favour; which might eaſily be 


much increaſed, fo zealous has this lady been to convince the world of 15 - 


; feigned gratitude. 


«© My mother [faid Dr. Tohnfon] was RIOT? wig me that I did not be- 
Have myſelf properly; that I ſhould endeavour to learn Behaviour, and ſuch 
cant; but when I replied, that ſhe ought to tell me what to do, and what to avoid, 
her admonitions were commonly, for that time ar leaſt, at an end. —This, 


I Fear, [adds Mrs. Piozzi] was however at beſt a momentary refuge, wund out 
by perverſene/s; No man knew better than Jahaſon in how many nameleſs and 
numberleſs ac rIoNS behaviour conſiſts: actions which can ſcarcely be reduced 
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to rule, and which come under no deſcription, Of theſe Mrs. Piozzi iH, 


. obſerves] he retained ſo many very range ones, that 7/uppeſe no one who ſaw 
bis odd manner of geſtieulating much blamed or wondered at the good lady's 


| ſolicitude concerning her ſon's behaviour,” Mrs. Pozzi s Anecdotes, p. 5. 
To thoſe who knew the ©. particularly diſordered ſtat of Dr. Johnſon, the _ 
obſervation of Mrs. Piozzi muſt appear not BE prodigionſy with, bus polite we. 


re PM net e : 
have alten thought Dr. Johnſon more free than prudent in e : 


boah his little ſtill in the Gree language: for though he [not Mrs. Piozzi} 1 


conſidered it as a proof of a narrow mind to be too careful of literary reputa- 

tion, yet no man could be more enraged than he, if an enemy, EG es 

__ this ene, tevitted bin 1981 bis IGNORANCE?” | 5 
„ ien 3 50 2. $44 | 


| G 4 ohinſon' s notions loi eoting were bes leſs than DELICaTE; [Mrs. . 


| Pioazi ſometimes writes only plain * John/on,” ſometimes dc Mr. Jobx/an,” and 


- 'occafionally <* Dr, Jobaſon, for all which ſhe has no doubt her own reaſons] a leg 


e pork boiled till it dropped from the bone, a veal-pye, with plums and ſugur or 
the aul ſide cut of a ſalt [not freſb] BuTTOCE of beef, were his favourite daintiess 


With regard to DRINK, his liking was for the sr RO STI as it was not the fla. * 
vour but the ect he ſought for, and profeſſed to deſire; and when I firſt knew 5 


him, he uſed to pour capillaire into his Port wine. [It happens rather untuckily, 
that few readers will think with Mrs. Piozzi, that capillaire is either deſti. 


tute of flavour, or that it increaſes the ſtrength of wine.] For the laſt #welve 


Years, HOWEVER, he left off all fermented liguors To make himſelf ſome amends, 
INDEED, [for if I can't make him out a DRUNKarD, he ſhall at leaſt appear as 


_ a groſs GLUTTON] he took his cHocoLATE /iberally, pouring in large quantities | 
of cream, or even MELTED BUTTER! and was /o fond of rxurr, that though he 


uſually EAT SEVEN OR EIGHT LARGE PEACHES of a morning before breakfaſt begon; 


and treated them with proportionate attention after dinner again, yet I have heard 
him proteſt that he never had gnize as much as he wiſhed of wall-fruit, exc 


once in his life!“ ee he mul, Ne have eaten at leaſt a bu“. 
| | Mrs. Prozz1's Auecdotes, p. 102, 103. 
1 cannot conclude without one more proof of Mrs. Piozzi's candeur in 


| which the has e like Mr. bang te been even better than ſhe. intended. 85 
cc [was 


; * 
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Lions they are not able to obtain: 


[aw ] 


5 


While each fond babs. far oy . da, r 


Is kindneſs all, and all ſolicitu Wir » of REF 

N ot with vain fears, * of diſtreſs, 

But merely a anxious how he moſt 1 Bay . jy 
Well plerdt to ſeck for the delighted fair, 235 


With what might be eſteem d N n, 5 


4 5 was W to a friend o one e day, that I did not . GOOSE; one ſmelly it 0 
While it is roaſting, ſaid I. © But you, Madam (replies the Doctor), have been 
at all times a fortunate woman, having always had your hunger ſo foreſtalled by 


indulgence, that you never experienced the delight of ſmelling your dinner be- 


 foreband.” Which pleaſure, anſwered I perTLy, is to be enjoyed in Perfection | 
by ſuch as have the happineſs to paſs through. Porridge ſand of a morning. 


ec Come, come (ſaid he gravely),—it might be added and nobly, for the ſpeech 


does honour to human nature] let's have no _/neering at what is /erious to ſo many: 
HUNDREDS of your fellow-creatures, dear Lapy, turn another way, that they 


may not be tempted by the luxuries of PorrIDGE IsLanD to wiſh for gratifica- 


YOU are certainly NOT BETTER than all of 
7 give God thanks that you are MAR!“ Mrs. Prozzr's Anecdotes, p. 104. 


Line 242. ] © It was extremely difficult to find any body with whom he 


(Dr. Johnſon] could converſe, without living always on the verge of a quarrel, 5 


or of ſomething too ke 4 quarrel to be pleaſing. I came into the room for 
example, one evening, where he and a gentleman, who/e abilities we all reſpect 


exceedingly, were ſitting; a lady who walked in [exa#ly] wo minutes before 


me, had Bloron em Both into a flame, by whiſpering ſomething to Mr. Sid, 
which he endeavoured to explain away, ſo as not to affront the Doctor, whoſe 
ſuſpicions were all alive. © And have a care, Sir (ſaid he), juſt as I came in 
[with a proper degree of manline/s] the OLD Liox will not bear to be tickled!” - 
The other was pale with x AE, the Lady wer at the confuſion ſhe had cauſed, 


and I [wEzeING, too, as it ſhould ſeem—if the Doctor does not refer to ſome | 


e _—_— more PRIVATE OCCASION] could only fay with Lady Macbeth, 


'Soh ! you've diſplac'd the mirrh, 'broke the good e 
With moſt admir d ai ſorder. 


„„ Some 


0 Such accidents howeyer occurred too often,” Nr. Prozzr > s Anecdotes, p. 291. 0 


2-38 
Some gay Ciceſbeo, kindly to afford. 
His Siendly aid, in 


n abſence of her lord Ir Ee = 
" Theſe are the j Joys, which Italy can give, 11 
Where all wiſe women well may. wiſh to live! 260 — 
There may'ſt then long Rill-varied bliſs 4 . 5 15 2 4 


And till, in health, in oye, and goodneſs, thrive! 
Til ill thou, at laſt, canſt quietly lay « down 5 = 
Wy The earthly ſeeptre—for a herr ay crown! 


fe 1 58 1 Grodnefs appears to have been the Do gor: favourite charadtrf=. 
tick of my fair author. 

He [Dr. Johnſon} really Was okentimes afraid of gang home, heowale hg 
was ſo ſure to be met at the door with numberleſs complaints [of his ſer-. 
vants and poor dependants]; and he uſed to lament pathetically to me, that 
they made. his life. miſerable from the impoſſibility he found of making theirs, 
happy, when every favour he beftowed on one was wormwood to the reſt, 11 
however, I ventured to blame their ingratitude, and condemn their conduf,. he 


would inſtantly ſet about ſoftening the one and juſtifyin other.; and finiſhed: 
commonly by telling me, that I knew not how to mi - allowances for Sens: 
In never experienced. 


To thee no reaſon 9 0 know'ſt Pi ooo | 
But xvII haſt. not yd. Mir ron.“ Mrs. Prozar's Anecdotes, 9. 214. 
The following is not quite /o poſitive on this ſubject. It will, however, in- 
ſtruct my Reader, to refe, with Dr. Johnſon, on the motives which may . 
ſibly influence any aFion they are called on to praiſe or condmm. 
e When I have ſaid ſomething as if the wicxepwss of the won gave. 
ME concern, he would cry out aloud againſt canTixo, and proteſt that he 
thought there was very little groſs toickedne/t in the world, and i leſs of e 
traordinary vixruz !“ With regard to my on notions of morul vnrme (con- 
tinued he) I hope I have not lt my ſenßbility of wuond; but I hope lille. 
wiſe that I have lived long enough in the world, to prevent me from expifing. 1 
to find am action of which both the original motive and all tht parts were 
800 . 7 t. Fes Avroderesy pe $9, 90, 91. 


F JOHN 


* 


046] 


JOHN courtenar, 0 

Covar- Nay, thy SR '« cho lat not le : 
Begins with wit and ſenſe, and ends the fame ! . 
aviſh d foul delight ; 3 | 


Zealous thou art, and often i. in the right: ; 
And een where thy vaſt ſtock of Reaſon fails, 


Who: mourns her abſence, while he hears thy e tales? ? 2 270 


— 


| 13 DI); ve 3171 58 


Thy praiſes give my ra r 


? 


+ * 


3 


p 1 7 K 45 57 j 1 i „ i : 
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Lines 269 10 272. 1 — AK gent Orator in full practice, 5 his 8 of Rea- 


ſon what it may, would ſoon exhauſt the whole, were he to make uſe of that 
- unneceſſary ingredient on every occaſion. Convinced of this fact, the wiſeſt 
generally ſubſtitute joke and laughter, of which they have a more plentiful 


tore, with now and then a light daſh of the /earcer commodity. This, i it muſt be 
owned,” is a moſt delightful expedient, ſince it never fails to pleaſe even in the 
- moſt exalted aſſemblies: where Wiſdom relaxes for a while the rigidity of her 
-muſcles; and thoſe of Folly contract ſo looſe a habit, that they never recover 
cheir tone; but often expreſs ſenſations of mirth at the very inſtant when Reaſon 
prompts the ſigh or the tear! Indeed, it is not a little remarkable, that the 
moſt renowned Orators in the world, who riſe with a face of woe to pronounce 
the certain ruin of their © dear, dear country !” ſeldom fail to crack: ſome joke, 


before they fit down again, and very heartily to join in the /augh which their 


gaiety-inſpires; apparently forgetful of that concern for the impending fate of 


the unhappy nation, with which their patriotic effuſions commenced. The g 
uni vrnſalixy of theſe practices, and the good-bumour with which they are con- 


ſtantly received, furniſh abundant proof that they are quite right. | Who, then, 
oan wonder, that the Gnosr of ſo wiſe a man as Dr. JonNsOHπ ſhould approve 
of Mr.CourTzNnar's very laudable and ſucceſsful attempt to give Books 


tdhoſe advantages which Authors of repute have, generally enn hitherto 
ridiculouſly ſuffered to be confined to ox Al Diecoukses ?? by 


-- Butet- the -oratorical/Potr,' who always Wan ſo well, reh where he is 


\ 


Religious Johnſon, future life to gain: 1 1 1 0 X . 
Would ex n —— aa 488 | e 
us : O, had 


: —_— concerned, now ſpeak for bimſel f. 2-50 


- 


974 I'S #1 1 


tin in ame,” 265 


i . 


— 


% 


Thy merry tales! which, fra hh wit band gh, 5 

In in 71 of party, make both ides agree 15 ele e. 4 
4 f ĩ o 4 
| 7G O, had he liv'd in more enthjla Tobi, e . ; 


When ſigns from heaven proclaim'd vile mortals' crimes, | oat ITY J 
How had he groan'd, with ſacred horrors pale, | Y "- Ba 


5 When Noah's comet ſhook her angry tail! EE 44.4149 05 1 
Ihat wicked comet, which Will Whiſton ſwore 1 5 rs. 
Would burn the earth that ſhe had drown'd before! 


Or when Moll Tofts, by throes parturient vex'd, - 
Saw her young rabbits peep from Eſdras text!” 
„ f Couxrxxav' s Poetical Review of Dr. Jobnſon s Linray A 
„ and Moral Character, p. 8, 9. — 
The above ten verſes, Mr. Courtenay obſerves * in a L Ns are e founded on „ 
the following Fact. — fi 
_« Dr. Johnſon, in his laſt inneſs, i is aid to have declared (n the preſence of — 
: Doctors H. and B. J—[Why are their initials only given ?]—thart he wount — 
prefer : a ſtate of EXISTENCE in eternal Pain to ANNIHILATION.” 1 | 
CoukrENAV's Poetical Review, p. 8. 

; Now, Abe the FACT as ſtated, which none but a profeſſed modern Orator 
could ex pet, I will venture to aſſert, that any reputable Author, not an oratorical 
one, would weakly have blotted our the whole ten lines, if he had ever written 
chem, on the very firſt peruſal. He would have thought himſelf unfounded, 
and indeed liable to be confounded, when he aſſerted, in the beginning cou 

plet, that a man who © would ſubmit to EVERLASTING rain,“ did it, * to gain 
FUTURE Liz!” eſpecially after he had ſaid that the party himſelf: declared 
it was © rather than'ſubmit to annmnLaTION.” Nor would a writer poſſeſſed of | 
Ah ſcruples, have proceeded to infer that, becauſe the Doctor would rather, as 
he thought, bear eternal pain, than be annihilated, he was therefore to be more — 
terrified than perſons. in general, when figs from heaven proclain'd vile nor. = 
tals crimes.” For, unqueſtionably, to thoſe who regard dull 'Rtason* only, 5 
muſt appear, that the more GUILTY a man feels himſelf, the fs reluctance can 
he have in ſubmitting to AxNIHILAT Ion. 1 
Here, then, with an ordinary Author, full of FF" AR . ie wah: bs. 
muſt have loft two excellent sroRIES given by the oratorical Writer; unleſs, in- 1 
deed, they had by accident peruſed the famous works of Wnis rox: from which vg 
be it n be W are Fg extracted. has the praiſe is generally. 
exactly 
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It ade me cg to meet with thy applauſe! # 


A able ciudad in ay country” $ cauſe, | Ferran vel” 


But 


85 1 ws fans to a man if wit, whether he invents a joke himfel; or alters 
or literally relates the jeſt of another. | 


For the ſatisfaction of my Readers, I cannot ns Eats raking the ſame 


| liberty with Mr. CourTenar, as he has taken with WarsTon. Here, then, 


are the merry STORIES which the lines in queſtion were written to introduce; 


let, therefore, Fox and Lavonrzx ſing Te Deum, and a fig for Rzason | 


| | TALE THE FIRST. | 
1 85 This laſt comet 14008 appeared in the year 1680) I may well call the 


moſt remarkable one that ever appeared; ſince, beſides the former conſidera- 
tion, I ſhall preſently ſhew, that it is no other than that very comet, which 


came by the earth at the time of Noah's deluge, and which « was the cauſe of the 


fame,” WRIsrox's 7 beory of the Earth, p. 1 88. 


6 Since 575 years appear to be the period of the comet that cauſed the de- 
| huge, what a learned friend who was the occaſion of my examination of this 
matter, ſuggeſts, will deſerve to be conſidered; viz. Whether the ſtory of 
the phcenix, that celebrated emblem of the reſurrection in Chriſtian antiquity, | 
(that it returns once after five centuries, and goes to the altar and city of the | 
ſun, and is there burnt; and another ariſes out of its aſhes, and carries away 
the remains of the former; &c.) be not an allegorical repreſentation of this 
comet, which returns once after five centuries, and goes down to the ſun, and 
is there vehemently heated, and its outward regions diſſolved; yet that it flies 
off again, and carries away what remains after thar Abs burning ; &c. - 
7 whether the conflagration and renovation of things, which. ſome fuch 
comet may bring on the earth, be not hereby prefigured, I will not here be 
poſitive: but 1 own, that I do not know of any ſolution of this famous piece 
of mythology - 14h as this ſeems to be, that can be compared with 
it, Did. 7. 195. ; CouxrRNAv's Poetical Review, p. 9. 
TALE THE SECOND. 88 | 
1 ein WHICB LIES THE CREAM or THE JEST. 5 ö 5 
* "Tis here foretold [by Eſdras] that there ſhould be fgns i in the women ; 
and before all others this prediction has been verified in the famous rabbit 
* ODE, of 2 canes ſtory has been ſo un- 
juſtly 


2% * : 8 4 2 N 3 ; , 5 
a 5 ] | % . * „ \ 
” * 7 * x - — 
a : 8 re 8 
o 


But howk eamoſt chou bk h 


- 


to defvend'Þ 25 8 9 


1 ab 3 
1 knew thee not, as author, or as friend: . 5 5 fs Lv | 
Yet kind it was, my honour 'd name to ee, ay 34 XS, 
For the firſt ne of: "OY n muſe.” . ” 2 . 
rives 


jullly laughed out . e 1 I malt diſtinaty ier my reaſons. for 13 
believing it to be true, and alledging it here as the/fulfilling-of this ancient | 
prophecy before us ——1ſt. The man-midwife, Mr. Howard | of Godalmin ir in 
Surrey, a perſon of very great honeſty, {kill and reputation in his profeſſion, at- 
teſted it. It was believed by King George to be real; and it was alſo believed 
by my old friends the Speaker and Mr. Samuel Collet, as they told me them 
ſelves, and was generally by ſober perſons in the neighbourhood. Nay Mr. 
Molyneux, the Prince's Secretary, a very inquiſitive: perſon, ' and my very 
- worthy friend, aſſured me he had at firſt ſo great a diffidence in the truth o, 
the fact, and was ſo little bĩaſſed by the other believers; even by the King hin- 
| #elf, that he would not be ſatisfied till he was permitted both to ſee and feel 
the rabbet, in that very paſſage, whence tue all come into this world, - Whiſten's 
Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 110.”  _ CovunTinar's Poetical Review, p. 10. 
Even the faſtidious Mrs. Piozzi, it is hoped, will not refuſe her thanks co | 
- Mr. Courtenay, for his excellent Tale. | 


' Line. 276.] It is ſurpriaing that Dr. Johnſon ſhould carry via isses i 


beyond the grave; and, while he ſees his ſeveral Friends boaſting their acquaint 
ante with perſons of rank whom they never /aw twice in their lives, hold diſ - 
claim any intimacy with a Gentleman who has a 8 in . ven to be con- 
ſidered as the moſt auguſt aſſembly on earth. 93882 ++ 8 
Tine 278.] It is fome comfort to rele; hardy the world. has 
loſt one great Author by the death of Dr. Johnſon, it has at leaſt got tree nem 
ones of ſuperior ability by the fame event; Mr. SrRAHñAx, Mrs. Prozzty and 
Mr. Couvxrzxav: which laſt gentleman is not only an aurbor, But à Porte. 
Nor muſt we omit to obſerve, that even the ſuperlatively ſuperior Mr. BoswELL 


himſelf, hacknied as he is in the art of book- making, would probably have de- : 185 


clined favouring the publick with any new produtFion, had his fellow-traveller”- 


been living: at leaſt, it is certain that his preſent exquiſite performance, W 
had reniaitied Preteably on . never have made it's. 


as [4 


rn 95 
n N Pearance 


hy 


-  - redox, and incline to doubt the 


3 Thrives not hp FO in bnd St. Stephen's n Ae 
4 | Where thou ſo long haſt kept a trinket-ſtall ; F air 5 5e. 5 


5 | Dealing out glitt ring toys, to mai 7 a u. „ 
Who took thy copper-gilt for gold i in truth: 1 805 


A : That chou art enter d on the ſcare-crow liſt, 

of thoſe who write, for love of fame, cru {at 
Why, what the devil haſt thou been about? ne 8 : 
x I: cannot be, that they have found thee out... Tar 
Too great the diff rence wanted in each ſkull; 
luise far leſs bright, and theirs by far leſs dull. 

Ie cannot be, that in that merry ſhop, eee 
. Where 1 was ſometimes wont my head to pop. 29 | 


appearance while the DoRor had dine ſufficient firacgich bs have wielded 
either a pen or a cudgel. If, after all T have ſaid, the reader ſhould ſtill be hete= 
ty of theſe renowned Authors, let him 
 examinetheir reſpective works at large, and he will find that each mo Herve | 
and of courſe avoid, all the Doctor's blunders and abfurdities. 

++ Lines 279 10288.} The language here is finely allegorical; AWE: it is, 
5 ue time, conſiderably familiar. Indeed, many parts of his divine poem 
have, exactly like the ſpeeches of all modern Orators, an: mixture of 
Jeſt and. carneft; ſo that when the Readers of the former, or the hearers of the 
latter, fail to pick out what beſt ſuits their own taſte, and to neglect the reff, 85 
they will be pleaſed to remember that the fault is entirely their o Ws. 

_ Lines 289 10 294. ] It is extremely ſatisfactory, to find that Dr. Johnſon fa 
bihly approved of the manner in which buſineſs is carried on in = pe * 
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aughter, in ſome long: 
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* 5 8 
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They ſeldom 


* — 


ere thou haſt oft 
9 5 t is remarkable, chat Bears, and ſome other Animals, 4 
y grow more poliſhed or civilized, get more and more liable to be taken by the © 3 


ns or wos, and led about any way, at the pleaſure of bee to whom the, 
1 1 75 owe their refinement, and who originally dared not even look them in the face. = 1 
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5 + 3x6.) This line is finely c 
- © which, on the whole, richly 91 
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